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DESOTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
BILL RUSSELL, PRESIDENT 2010 PRESIDING 

 
February 1, 2010 

 
 

A.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
The February 1, 2010, meeting of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors was called to order by 
Supervisor Bill Russell, Board President. 

 
Sheriff Bill Rasco of the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department was present and did open the 
DeSoto County Board of Supervisors meeting in a regular session to hear any and all business to 
come before the Board.  The following were present: 

  
       Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------------District 1   
   Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------------District 2   
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------------District 3  
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------------District 4  

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------------District 5  
   W. E. Sluggo Davis---------------------------Chancery Clerk 
   Michael Garriga-------------------------------County Administrator 
   Tony Nowak ----------------------------------Board Attorney 
   Sheriff Bill Rasco-----------------------------Sheriff 
 
 

B.  INVOCATION 
 

Deputy Carl Hurt presented the invocation. 
 

 
C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
D. APPROVAL OF JANUARY MINUTES 

 
The official minutes of the Board of Supervisors were read for the month of January, 2010 
pursuant to Section 19-3-27 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated.  Supervisor Tommy 
Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to approve the January, 
2010 with changes. 
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach asked that the specific changes be listed in the motion.  Supervisor Lewis 
withdrew his motion and Supervisor Latimer withdrew the second. 
 
Later in the meeting, Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer 
seconded the motion to approve the January, 2010 minutes with the following changes: 
 
1.)  January 4th, 2010  Executive Session    

Corrected the second to the motion for going into Executive Session to reflect the second was made by 
Supervisor Allen Latimer. 

 
2.)  January 19, 2010  Open Session       

Inserted-Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded to motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  Replaced meeting date to February 1, 2010 and deleted February 4, 2010 meeting 
date. 

 
The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------ABSENT 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
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   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

See Exhibit D 
 

 
E.  CONSENT 

 
The Board of Supervisors considered the items on the Consent Agenda. 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer asked why the administrative fees go over budget for health claims.   
County Administrator said it is due to changing the vision insurance vendor to Humana, the 
additional members added to the system and the normal two percent increase.  Mr. Garriga said the 
budget will need to be amended to address the issues soon. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said we received a donation of $21,722.00 from Delta Trauma Care 
Region, Inc.  He asked the reason for the donation.  Mr. Garriga said the state is divided into six 
trauma regions and DeSoto County is in the Delta Trauma Care Region.  The County recently was 
made aware that the region would divide their money according to the number of calls from each 
jurisdiction in the region.  Mr. Garriga said this is the first installment and it includes a previous 
period.  In addition, the County should be receiving more money from the Delta Trauma Care 
Region on a regular basis.  
 
Supervisor Russell said the school bus turnaround shows a driveway.  Road Manager Russell 
Dorris said normally we work on the entire area that the school bus travels.   
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda items as follows: 
 

 
1.  Emergency Services:  Accept Funds from Delta Trauma Care Region, Inc. - $21,722.00 
 
2.  Dept. of Human Resources-Health Claims 
 

Funding 
Request 

Date Paid Amount Claim Type 

Date       
1/1/10 1/4/10 $68,852.34 Administration Fees 
1/5/10 1/5/10 $29,611.32 Medical 
1/5/10 1/5/10 $4,548.90 Dental 
1/5/10 1/5/10 $10,620.90 Pharmacy 
1/11/10 1/11/10 $43,033.33 Medical 
1/11/10 1/11/10 $5,662.75 Dental 
1/11/10 1/11/10 $12,818.92 Pharmacy 
1/18/10 1/19/10 $70,431.82 Medical 
1/18/10 1/19/10 $5,493.10 Dental 
1/18/10 1/19/10 $18,481.37 Pharmacy 
1/25/10 1/26/10 $70,585.58 Medical 
1/25/10 1/26/10 $6,375.60 Dental 
1/25/10 1/26/10 $12,268.75 Pharmacy 

        
  TOTAL $358,784.68   

 
3.  Justice Court Report 
 

Criminal Cases Filed – 93       State Assessments -         $  66,879.50 
Civil Cases Filed – 541                  County General Fund -    $103,570.79 
Traffic Tickets Filed – 1,537              Total Collections -              $170,450.29 
Total Cases Filed – 2,171 
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4. Bailiff Pay  
 

Liz Medlin - $95.00 
 
5. Approval of Publication of Board Proceedings 

 
6.  Make Part of Minutes 
 

a. Resolution of Intent - Seimens Industry, Inc.  
 
b. Resolution of Intent - MDB Special Obligations Bonds, Series 2010  

 
7.  Department of Road Management 

 
a. Road Report and Work Schedule 
 
b. Road Bond Report 
 
c. School Bus Turnarounds 
 
14693 Strickland Rd., Byhalia, MS    Bus # 32/76/290    Lucretia Norwood   901-634-0511 
 
d. Engineering Services Agreement-Florence & Hutcheson, Inc. (F&H) 

 
8.  Order Appointing Jury Commissioner – Circuit Court 
 
9.  Extension Service – Adopt Compensation Order for 4H Agent  
 

10.  Purchasing- Solicit Bids:  
 

a. Ambulances 5-6  
 
b. Semi-Annual Jail Food 

 
11.  Remove from Signing Purchase Requisitions: Joe Holmes & Larry Wood 
 
12.  Tax Assessor: Increases and Reductions in Assessments – Real & Personal 
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13.  Chancery Clerk Allowance (1) - $1,400.00 
 
14.  Make U. S. Dept. of Justice Approval of Voting Precincts Changes Part of the Minutes 

 
The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

 Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------NO 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit E 

 
 

F.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Dept. of Road Management-Weatherby Estates 
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County Engineer Andy Swims said at the last Board Meeting, the Supervisors requested that he 
speak to the Hernando Engineering Department regarding the drainage issues at Weatherby 
Estates including the property of Mr. Steven Foglesong.  Mr. Swims they did meet and he 
presented a packet to the Board of Supervisors which included pictures of the drainage issue as 
well as conclusions and recommendations regarding the issue.  In addition, Mr. Swims said 
recommendations from Engineer Ben Smith were also in the packet.  Mr. Swims said in last 
week’s presentation he did not include a study that was completed because he was not made 
aware of it.  Mr. Swims said he attached a copy of a study of the area done by Dewey Jones 
which had been requested by Mr Foglesong.  Mr. Swims said he highlighted some of the 
comments for pre and post flows.  He said he compared all the data, measured the ditch and 
talked to one of the property owners, Ben Womble.  Mr. Womble said he has never seen water 
over the road.  Mr. Swims said the study shows that overall there has been no increase in the 
amount of post construction water compared with pre-construction water.  He said the water is 
getting there faster, but velocity has not increased. 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer said it seems that if the water is getting there faster it would cause 
erosion.  Mr. Swims said it is getting there faster, but the drainage points are not full.   
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said that Mr. Steve Wilson’s statement shows there is no substantial 
difference in flows before and after the development.  But Mr. Jones report would tend to suggest 
that there would be some increase as a result from the development.  
 
Supervisor Russell asked Mr. Swims if he and City of Hernando Engineer, Joe Frank Lauderdale, 
met and reached any conclusions.  Mr. Swims said he did meet with Mr. Lauderdale and County 
Road Manager Russell Dorris and came up with a report.  Mr. Swims said he was looking at 
concerns about how the water path may have been changed.  He said he pulled information from 
GIS to see if there was a change for before and after the development.  Mr. Swims said the paths 
looked alike and he saw no change.  He said there may have been some slight variation. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin said that when Ben Smith sent the letter in 2005, it appears that he was 
planning on retaining the water.  Supervisor Medlin asked if that is a good practice.  Mr. Swims 
said the water should not go over the driveway.  He said it is acceptable to go over the driveway 
from time to time because the County only requires for a twenty five year storm.  The purpose is 
to contain the water for a twenty five year flood. 
 
Supervisor Russell said that Mr. Jones comments appeared to indicate that the water was not too 
bad.  
 
Mr. Swims said the only thing he offered was to reinforce the channel. 
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach asked Mr. Swims for his recommendation. 
 
Mr. Swims said looking at the three reports it does not appear to be a big problem or that the 
development is contributing to the drainage problems on Mr Foglesong’s property.  He said there 
is an erosion issue that will occur naturally over time with any channel.  Mr. Swims said that Mr. 
Jones recommended doing something upstream and choke back the problem.  Mr. Swims said he 
does not see much the County can do. 
 
Supervisor Russell asked Mr. Lauderdale if he agreed with Mr. Swims.  Mr. Lauderdale said he 
gets calls daily regarding issues in the city.  Mr. Lauderdale said they identify the problem and 
the cause of the problem and if the problem is on right of way and easement and can it be fixed.  
They also discern if it is a city problem or someone else’s problem.  They assess the cost of 
fixing the problem if it is a city problem.  Mr. Lauderdale said, if we apply those questions in this 
situation, we have not been able to qualify the problem to do any work to fix it.  He said that is 
not denying that Mr. Foglesong has a problem.  He said any time an area changes, we know it 
will affect someone.  In the last two years, we have had a couple of fifty year flood events and 
maybe a one hundred year flood event.   
 
Supervisor Russell asked Mr. Lauderdale if he concurs with Mr. Swims.  Mr. Lauderdale said he 
concurs.  He has looked at the problem and tried to identify the cause of Mr. Foglesong’s issues. 
 



______                           10                         02/01/2010  
W.M.R  

Mr. Foglesong addressed the pictures that Mr. Swims presented.  He said these pictures were 
taken several days after the rain.  He said the people at Weatherby Estates are getting more water 
because the ditches are getting deeper.  He said an area that he previously mowed was a swell.  
He referred to a picture that showed the water trail across the road.  Mr. Foglesong said you can 
see the trail where it is making ruts in the ditch. Mr. Foglesong said he took his pictures from 
Ellis Drive and it shows the water digging out the manhole.  He presented a picture of a manhole 
that is dug out just past the water retention on the subdivision.  Mr. Foglesong said his culvert is 
larger than any other culvert that was installed.  He said the pictures presented by Mr. Swims are 
the east side of the road and not the west side of the road.  All of the land is dry in these pictures.  
Mr. Foglesong said the water stays for weeks until it evaporates.  Mr. Foglesong showed another 
picture of his property line where water had blown out a railroad tie.  He said he now has 
multiple ditches going through his property because of the development slowing the flow of the 
water with culverts.  Mr. Foglesong said the key to this would be to reduce the water from 
Weatherby Estates.  Mr. Foglesong said his study shows the water increased thirty to fifty 
percent.  They took areas that were draining and changed the flow of the water. 
 
Supervisor Russell said he knows that Mr. Foglesong understands how the city and county are 
prevented from working on private property.  He said the only thing we can do is go by the data.  
The engineers that studied the issue all disagree with Mr. Foglesong’s analysis.  That includes the 
County Engineer, City Engineer as well as the engineer hired by Mr. Foglesong.  Supervisor 
Russell said he has no choice in the matter.  He said that Mr. Foglesong does have the option to 
take the issue through the court system.   
 
Mr. Foglesong said, for arguments sake, let’s say the water stayed the same as before the 
development but it was re-routed to one point.  He said, according to Andy Swims, a bond was 
issued.  He said that Mr. Swims said $20,000 was ear-marked for his property for soil erosion.   
 
Mr. Swims said the bond is for many areas of the development, but not directed to Mr. 
Foglesong’s property. 
 
Supervisor Russell said if check downs are supposed to be in the development and they are not, 
he is sure the city will enforce that.  Mr. Foglesong said the check downs were not part of the 
plans, but they were assured through the Board Minutes of the City of Hernando. 
 
Mr. Foglesong said the only solution is to build a pond upstream.   
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach commented that Mr. Foglesong can take the county, city or developer 
to court regarding this issue. 
 
Mr. Foglesong apologized but said this situation as been very frustrating.  He said the Board of 
Supervisors were his last hope to resolve this issue. 
 
Supervisor Russell reiterated that the Board can only do what the law allows and the reports by 
various engineers to not prove that it is a county issue. 
 
See Exhibit F.1 

 
 
2. Baptist Hospital Business Associate Agreement 
 

Board Attorney Tony Nowak said the Board approved an agreement subject to the review by the 
Board Attorney.  He said the agreement amends current agreements with the County, which 
address the treatment of inmates.  The reason for the agreement was that the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act made changes to the HIPPA guidelines and those changes are being 
incorporated into the existing agreements between the County and Baptist DeSoto Hospital. 
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
approve the agreements between DeSoto County and Baptist Hospital to amend the existing 
Business Associate Agreements connected to DeSoto County and to authorize the Board 
President to sign the documents.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
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      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

3. MOU with MDOT for Craft Road/I-69 
 

Board Attorney Tony Nowak said there is an agreement from MDOT for the construction of a 
bridge on Craft Road that meets the Board’s requirements.  Mr. Nowak said this will allow 
MDOT to refund $100,000 to the County if they cancel the work but they will not return the 
money if the County cancels participation in the project.  Mr. Nowak advised the Board that 
other than this change the terms of the agreement are the same as previously presented. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion 
to approve the MOU, and authorize the Board President to sign the MOU with MDOT for Craft 
Road and I/69.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------NO 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT  
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

4. Regional Community Mental Health Resolution 
 

County Administrator Michael Garriga said, based on the discussions in the last meeting, he was 
presenting a resolution prepared by the Board Attorney.  Mr. Garriga said the resolution outlines 
the legal requirements to move from a Region II mental health to a Region IV.  He said changes 
were made and are now part of the resolution that is before the Board today. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin clarified that the contract will not start the contract with Region IV 
until October.  Mr. Garriga said that is correct and they are not expecting any funding from the 
county until October 1, 2010.  He said they do intend to start meeting with people to develop 
relationships throughout the county before that time. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said perhaps there should be a press conference to communicate this 
change to the public.  He said that Region IV is unique in the county in the way they handle 
mental health services.  Supervisor Russell said the public needs to be informed on how the new 
mental health region works.  He said the new region will have case workers for the schools as 
well. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor  Allen Latimer seconded the motion 
to approve the resolution moving DeSoto County from Region II to Region IV for mental health. 
The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit F.4 
 
 

G.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Accounting 
 

a. Budget Amendments 
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Comptroller Tom Arnold presented the budget amendments to the Board of Supervisors for 
consideration for approval as follows: 
 
1.) Adjust line item 377 for the addition of a donation from Wal-mart for the use of the Sheriff’s Department. 
2.) Amendment to unemployment insurance and to adjust vehicle maintenance and repair line items for the Tax 
Assessor’s Office. 
3.) Allows payment of membership fees for Floodplain Managers of MS and the American Planning Association. 
4.) To set up line item to pay the annual dues for the Board Attorney for the Mississippi Association of County 
Board Attorneys. 
5.) Adjust line item 924 to cover the purchase of a new printer for the Veterans Services Officer that was not 
anticipated nor budgeted for. 
6.) To cover expenses to allow Environmental Services employees to attend to a training seminar. 
7.) Cover the costs of additional supplies and software for the Chancery Court Reporters. 
8.) Set up a new fund for Delta Trauma Care allocations for medical supplies and equipment for ambulances for 
Emergency Services. 
9.) To cover meals and lodging for stormwater certification training for two inspectors in the Road Department. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell clarified that the money received from Delta Trauma Care is money 
allocated for distribution throughout the region.  County Administrator Michael Garriga said 
that is correct. 
 
Supervisor Russell asked if the Comptroller makes adjustments to upcoming budgets to include 
these items so that budget amendments can be avoided.  Comptroller Tom Arnold said yes, they 
make every effort to capture that information. 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said the discussions reminded him to inform the Board that at the 
last Supervisor’s Conference he was elected second Vice President of the Board Attorney’s 
Association and since that time he has been appointed interim president since the first chair 
resigned. 
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion 
to approve the budget amendments as presented by the Comptroller and as detailed in Exhibit 
G.1.a.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit G.1.a 
 
b. Claims Docket 
 
The claims docket was presented by Tom Arnold and Stephanie Hanks of the Accounting 
Department. Ms. Hanks read the items on the claims docket individually and the Board 
discussed these items. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked how much money the county received from TVA.  Mr. Arnold 
said the county received more than $40,000 from 7 States and about $1.7 million from the other 
company. 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer asked about the $3,000 expenditure in the Board of Supervisors 
budget on page two from account 554.  County Administrator Michael Garriga said this is to pay 
the county’s consultant, Irb Benjamin.   
 
Supervisor Latimer also asked about the expenditure on page sixty two to Turning Point 
Counseling.  He asked if Region IV will be able to handle this service.  Mr. Garriga said it is 
possible and there may be an array of services that Region IV can handle. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis asked why there are two different allocations to Northwest.  Mr. 
Arnold said it is from two different levies. 
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In accordance with Section 19-13-31 and Section 19-11-23 of the Mississippi Code Annotated, 
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
authorize the Chancery Clerk to pay the bills as presented by the Comptroller.  The motion 
passed by a vote as follows: 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit G.1.b 
 
 

2.  Appointments-Constable 
 

Supervisor Bill Russell said the Constable Joe Holmes passed away and it is the Board’s 
responsibility to appoint a constable to serve in that place. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to 
appoint Shirley Holmes to serve as the District II Constable with the appointment being made 
according to state law and to authorize all resolutions and guidelines to be accomplished in 
connection with the appointment and to serve in place of Joe Holmes who recently passed 
away.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

3. Coroner: Unclaimed Body  
 

Vanessa Lynchard said the Coroner presented a request to dispose of an unclaimed body of 
Arkadi (Andy) Tchermobylski who died of alcohol and cirrhosis induced paralysis.  He has no 
friends or relatives to claim the body.  Therefore the Coroner recommends cremation of the 
body at estimated cost of $300 to $400 plus transportation. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion 
to approve of disposing of an unclaimed body of Mr. Arkadi (Andy) Tchermobylski and to 
approve fees connected with the disposal of the body estimated at $300 to $400 plus 
transportation. The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit G.3 
 
    

4. Board Attorney 
 

a. DeSoto Historic Museum Local and Private 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said it was brought to his attention that the local and private that 
allows the county to provide funding for the DeSoto Historic Museum has expired.  Mr. Nowak 
said if the Board wants to continue supporting the museum, there will need to be a new local and 
private agreement.  He said, if this agreement is the same as the prior agreement, it will allow an 
annual donation not to exceed $35,000 but it is at the discretion of the Board.  Mr. Nowak said 
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he has prepared a resolution if the Board wishes to continue support of the museum.  He said the 
new local and private will cover year 2011 and calendar year 2012.   
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion 
to approve a resolution and authorized for the Board President to sign the resolution for a local 
and private legislation to allow the county to continue donations to the DeSoto Historic 
Museum.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
b. Reeves Williams Foreclosure Sale 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said he received a letter from Gary Snyder saying the bank is 
foreclosing on property owned by Reeves Williams.  There are a number of personal property 
tax judgments on the property.  Mr. Nowak said he needs to find out what the Board can do to 
collect these taxes. 
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
approve Smith, Phillips, Mitchell, Scott and Nowak Law Firm to represent the county and 
determine the amount owed to the county in the matter of Reeves Williams property and 
research the county’s ability to collect the money.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
                             

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
c. Reapprove & Amend Interlocal Agreements with Cities for Fire Protection 

 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said every couple of years the county enters into an interlocal 
agreement with the cities to share in fire protection to assist each other when necessary.  The 
existing interlocal agreements have expired and he needs permission to prepare the new 
agreements. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to 
authorize the Smith, Phillips, Mitchell, Scott and Nowak Law Firm to draw up the interlocal 
agreements between DeSoto County and the cities for cooperative fire protection and to 
authorize him to circulate the agreement to the cities.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
                             

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
    

 
5. Dept. of Road Management-Approve Official Road Register and Map 

  
Assistant County Engineer Scott Young presented a map of the county roads and included a list 
of the county roads.  Mr. Young said there have not been many changes since the last register 
was presented. 
 
The Board of Supervisors discussed how annexations affect the roads.   
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked why Kirk, Mustang and DeSoto Roads are on the list.  Road 
Manager Russell Dorris said they should not be included on the list because the county has not 
yet accepted those roads from the Board of Education. 
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Supervisor Bill Russell suggested showing the city boundaries on the map.  Supervisor Russell 
mentioned Church Road being on the map and the Board discussed whether State Aid Roads 
should actually be on the map.   
 
After discussing the issue, the Road Manager suggested allowing his department to make 
appropriate changes and bring the map and register back to the Board on Wednesday for 
approval. 
 
See Exhibit G.5 

 
    

H.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The executive session portion of these minutes is recorded under the portion of the minutes called 
      "Executive Session". 
 

 
I.  OTHER ISSUES 
 

1. Board Attorney – Detention Officer Training Seminar 
 

Board Attorney Tony Nowak asked for approval to participate in detention officer training at 
the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Nowak said it will be about one half day to one day course at 
the jail plus preparation time. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion 
to authorize the Smith, Phillips, Mitchell, Scott and Nowak Law Firm to work with the 
Sheriff’s Department as part of the Detention Officer training program to discuss legal issues 
at the jail and prepare materials for the class.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

 Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

2. Advertising County Resources – Hernando Lions Club 
 

Larry Sowell and representatives of the Hernando Lions Club as well as students from DeSoto 
County who are in the Lions Club Band appeared before the Board of Supervisors to request 
funding for the All-State Band trip to Australia.  Mr. Sowell advised the Board they are 
appearing before the Board to petition for funds to help 18 students from DeSoto County that 
qualified for the Lions Club All-State Band to attend a competition in Australia.  The cost of 
the tickets is $3,550 each.  Mr. Sowell said the Mississippi State Band has 110 members and 
they go to different events during the year.  The students have to try out and qualify to 
participate in the band.   Most of the students who qualify receive scholarships.  Mr. Sowell 
said the Lions Club helps with funding as much as they possibly can. 
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach said he is concerned about what the county can contribute because it 
is taxpayer money.  Supervisor Thach said he would like to know if it is legal for the county to 
participate. 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said this could qualify for Advertising County Resources upon 
the proper findings by the Board.   
 
Mr. Sowell said the Mississippi State Band has won 26 times since 1952. 
 
Meredith Walker of the Lions Club said that Lions Club International is the largest civic 
organization world wide.  All of the clubs have a common goal to help those in need.  Ms. 
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Walker said every penny the club makes goes out to help people and the Lions Club does not 
keep any money.   
 
Supervisor Thach asked if someone will go to the other 81 counties in Mississippi to seek 
funding.  Mr. Sowell said he does not know. 
 
Mr. Nowak said if the Board is of the opinion this promotes the social, cultural and moral 
opportunities within the county then it would be a legal expenditure for Advertising County 
Resources. 
 
Sharon Walker of the Hernando Lions Club said she is a retired school teacher and has been 
before the Board with her students before she retired.  Ms. Walker said other counties are 
doing this as well.  She said any help the Board can give will be appreciated. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis the Board has supported ball players and other groups and this is no 
different. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion 
to sponsor 18 students at $200 per person through Advertising County Resources for the 
Hernando Lions Club All-State Band trip to Australia.  The motion passed by a vote as 
follows:                             

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------NO 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

Supervisor Allen Latimer said when he was in school he was in the band.  Supervisor Latimer 
said he knows the band members work very hard.  He said he knows the Lions Club does work 
to help the citizens of DeSoto County.  He said he remembered that the Lions Club helped put 
reading machines for the blind in the libraries. 
 
Mr. Sowell said in the last six to eight months he has sent applications for sight help for fifteen 
citizens and two for hearing aids. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked the cost for each student.  Mr. Sowell said $3,550 and students 
must raise $550 per month until July. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said what the bands have done in DeSoto County is remarkable. 
 
 

Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
recess the meeting until February 3, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

 
 Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

THIS the 1st day of February, 2010, these minutes have been read and approved by the DeSoto 
County Board of Supervisors. 
 

   
 
 
  _________________________________ 

Bill Russell, President 
DeSoto County Board of Supervisors  


