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DESOTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

TOMMY LEWIS, PRESIDENT 2009 PRESIDING 
 

June 3, 2009 
 
 

A.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
The June 3, 2009, meeting of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors was called to order by 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis, Board President. 

 
Deputy Carl Hurt of the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department, was present and did open the 
DeSoto County Board of Supervisors meeting in a regular session to hear any and all business to 
come before the Board.  The following were present: 

  
       Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------------District 1   
   Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------------District 2 
   Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------------District 3  
   Supervisor Allen Latimer----------------------District 4  

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis---------------------District 5  
   W. E. Sluggo Davis-----------------------------Chancery Clerk 
   Michael Garriga---------------------------------County Administrator 
   Tony Nowak ------------------------------------Board Attorney 
   Sheriff Bill Rasco-------------------------------Sheriff 
 
 

B.  INVOCATION 
 

Deputy Carl Hurt presented the invocation. 
 

 
C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
D.  PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 
 
      PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Appeal 
Dwight’s Plumbing/Chaffin Industrial - Appeal of the Board of Adjustment’s administrative denial of a proposed 
use (outdoor flea market) in the Light Industrial (M-1) zoning district. Subject property is located at 281 Packing 
Plant Road on the south side of Packing Plant Road and west of Highway 51 and is zoned Light Industrial (M-1). 
(District 5) 
**APPEAL WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT** 
 
Mr. Jim McDougal, Desoto County Director of Planning, announced the Appeal filed by Dwight Chaffin has been 
withdrawn at the request of the applicant.  
 
Supervisor Lewis made a Motion to accept the withdrawal of the appeal by the applicant. Supervisor Latimer seconded the 
Motion. 
 

THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  ABSENT 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS    YES 
 
 
Supervisor Medlin made a Motion to open a Public Hearing to discuss certain amendments to the zoning ordinance, as 
advertised. Supervisor Latimer seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
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FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  ABSENT 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS    YES 
Supervisor Lewis excused himself from the meeting. 
 
Supervisor Russell stated he was under the impression the Ordinance stated the Road Bond would need to be for 2 years, 
but the County is only requiring a 1 year Road Bond, with an option to require an additional year. Mr. Andy Swims, County 
Engineer, stated that it is only required by Ordinance to have a 1 year Road Bond and that time frame has worked in the 
past. Supervisor Russell asked Mr. Swims if he thought 2 years is a long enough extension or should the Ordinance be 
worded to state an extension beyond the first year may be granted for a period that can be as long as deemed necessary by 
the Road Department. Mr. Swims stated he felt it should state the Road Bond extension may be for a period of time as long 
as the Road Department deems necessary. Mr. Nowak advised the Board to consider whether, after a road is accepted by 
the County, its is feasible or possible to impose a requirement that the bond be for longer than 2 years. Mr. McDougal 
suggested striking the “one year” from the Ordinance and inserting “time period up to as many years as deemed necessary 
by the County Engineer”.  
 
Supervisor Medlin asked if during the first year, the developer is contacted to repair the road. Mr. Russell Dorris, Road 
Manager, confirmed that the developer is the one contacted to repair the road.  
 
Supervisor Russell asked if there is anyone present to speak for or against the proposed amendment. There was no one 
present. 
  
 Supervisor Russell made a Motion to close the Public Hearing. Supervisor Latimer seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                          YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS                  ABSENT 
 
Supervisor Russell made a Motion to modify Article VI, Paragraph B, Section 5 of the DeSoto County Subdivision 
Ordinance as follows:  

1. “All road construction will be guaranteed after acceptance by DeSoto County     
                    subject to normal wear and tear. A maintenance bond in an amount set by the   
                    County Engineer / Road Manager will be required in order to assure the    
                    satisfactory condition of the required improvements. The maintenance bond  
                    shall continue to be in effect for a minimum of one (1) year and the county  
                    may require additional periods of time if the County Engineer / Road  
                    Manager deems such to be reasonable and necessary.”  
 
Supervisor Latimer seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN     NO 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS        ABSENT 
 
Planning Commission Staff Zoning Map Revision (Great Commission Baptist Church) (712) – Administrative 
revision to the DeSoto County Zoning Map to correct a zoning designation error concerning the misidentification of 
one lot of 7.16 acres as Planned Unit Development (PUD); the correct zoning designation should be Agricultural-
Residential (A-R). Subject property is located on the north side of Goodman Road (Highway 302) and east of 
Reliance Lane in Section 29, Township 1, Range 5. (District 1) 
 
Mr. McDougal presented the request for an administrative revision of the DeSoto County Zoning Map to correct a zoning 
designation error concerning the misidentification of one lot of 7.16 acres as Planned Unit Development. He then stated the 
subject property is owned by Great Commission Baptist Church and the correct zoning designation should be Agricultural-
Residential. Mr. McDougal stated the lot was removed from the Fox Creek East Subdivision at the Board of Supervisors 
meeting on August 6, 2003 by way of approval of a minor lot subdivision, as it was not intended to be zoned or developed 
as part of the Fox Creek East PUD. This intention is reflected on the plat that was presented to the Board in 2003 that 
shows this parcel as Agricultural-Residential. 
  
Supervisor Russell made a Motion to approve the revision of the DeSoto County Zoning Map to correct the zoning 
designation scrivener’s error concerning the misidentification of one lot of 7.16 acres as Planned Unit Development (PUD); 
the correct zoning designation should be Agricultural-Residential (A-R). Supervisor Latimer seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
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SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 
Rezoning 
Horn Lake Fire Station # 3 (710) – Application is for rezoning of one (1) lot of 71.6 acres and one (1) lot of 5.0 acres 
out of 76.6 acres from Planned Unit Development (PUD) to Agricultural-Residential (A-R). Subject property is 
located on the west side of Highway 301 and north of Primrose Lane in Section 36, Township 1, Range 9 and is 
zoned Planned Unit Development. (District 3) 
 
Mr. McDougal presented the application to the Board, stating the Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
application. He then presented Mr. Robbie Jones, of Jones-Davis & Associates as being present to represent the application. 
 
Supervisor Russell asked who owns the property in question. Mr. McDougal stated the property is owned by ACH 
Developers. Supervisor Russell asked who is applying for the rezoning. Mr. McDougal stated the City of Horn Lake is 
making application for the rezoning, and should be treated the same as any other applicant. 
 
Mr. Robbie Jones stated ACH Developers gave one acre of land to the City of Horn Lake one acre and the City purchased 
an additional 4 acres. He then stated the area is seeing a lot of residential growth and feels there is a need for additional 
fire/emergency services since closure of the nearby fire station in Walls. 
 
Supervisor Russell made a Motion to approve the rezoning due to a significant change in the character of the area since the 
property was last zoned, and the public need for the facility. Supervisor Thach seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 
Mr. McDougal presented the application for final subdivision approval of one (1) lot of 71.6 acres to include a private 50 
foot wide ingress/egress easement and (1) lot of 5.0 acres out of 76.6 acres, zoned Planned Unit Development and 
explained the City of Horn Lake is seeking approval of a minor lot subdivision of the subject property to build a fire station.  
He then stated the property is owned by ACH Developers.  
 
Supervisor Russell made a Motion to approve the Minor Lot Subdivision for the City of Horn Lake Fire Station #3 to 
include one (1) lot of 71.6 acres with a 50 foot wide private ingress/egress easement and (1) lot of 5.0 acres out of 76.6 
acres owned by ACH Developers. Supervisor Medlin seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 
Mr. McDougal presented the Site Plan for the City of Horn Lake Fire Station #3. He stated there is a private ingress/egress 
easement associated with the plan to allow access by the fire trucks onto the north side of the property. Mr. McDougal then 
stated final site plans will be submitted for staff approval at a later date, as required prior to issuance of building permits. 
 
Supervisor Lewis asked who owns the easement. Mr. McDougal clarified that ACH owns the easement, but it will be for 
private use by the fire trucks only. There was general discussion of the easement. 
 
Mr. McDougal stated the applicants are also asking for a 6 foot variance for the building at the north side of the property 
line, so the building can be moved further north to avoid extensive grading on the south side of the property and retain 
existing trees and landscaping to provide a buffer between the fire station and the adjacent residential lot.  
 
Supervisor Russell made a Motion to approve the Site Plan for the City of Horn Lake Fire Station #3 to include up to a 6 
foot variance from the required 30 foot side set back on the north side of the property. Supervisor Thach seconded the 
Motion.  

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
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Minor Lots 
 
District 4 
Berkley-Guy Minor Lot (6757) – Application is for final subdivision approval of one (1) lot of 2.4 acres. Subject 
property is located on the east side of Sparks Road and north of Dean Road in Section 30, Township 2, Range 8 and 
is zoned Agricultural-Residential (A-R). (District 4) 
 
Shipp Minor Lot (6759) – Application is for final subdivision approval of one (1) lot of 8.54 acres out of 41.79 acres 
and merging 0.36 acres and 1.18 acres to create 1.54 acres. Subject property is located on the north side of Koko 
Reef Drive and north of Layson Cove in Section 29 & 32, Township 3, Range 9 and is zoned Agricultural (A). 
(District 4) 
 
Mr. McDougal presented the applications above and stated the applications appear to be in compliance with the County’s 
Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances.  
 
Supervisor Latimer made a Motion to approve the Consent Agenda subject to staff recommendations and required 
dedication of public road right-of-way and Health Department approvals. Supervisor Thach seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 
Other Items: 

1. Update on I-69/I-269 International Trade Corridor 
 

Mr. McDougal stated that due to a heavy agenda for the May Planning Commission Meeting there was not a presentation 
held after the regular agenda of the meeting, but the June meeting would include a presentation by transportation planning 
consultants, Gresham Smith & Partners. 

 
2. Request by Emergency Services to Waive Permit Fees for Emergency Generators and Outdoor 

Warning Sirens 
 

Mr. McDougal stated the Emergency Services Department is requesting that the Board of Supervisors waive permit fees for 
the new Emergency Generators and Outdoor Warning Sirens being installed throughout the County.  

 
Supervisor Medlin made a Motion to waive all permit fees as related to Emergency Sirens and Generators at the following 
locations: 
 
 1.  Summershill Fire Dept. #2 

     3834 Pleasant Hill Rd 
     Summershill Volunteer Fire Dept. 

 
2.  Fairhaven Fire Station 
     13701 Center Hill Rd 
     DeSoto County 

 
3.  ACI Fire Dept. #2 
     10144 Holly Springs Rd 
     DeSoto County 

 
4.  CountyLewisburg Fire Dept. (North) 
     2787 Hwy 305 N 
     Lewisburg Water Association 
 
5.  Bridgetown Fire Dept. 
     3980 Malone Rd 
     Bridgetown Volunteer Fire Dept. 
 
6.  Love Fire Dept. 
     7345 Highway 51 S 
     DeSoto County 
 
7.  Eudora Fire Dept. 
     9341 Highway 304 
     DeSoto County 
 
8.  Center Hill High School Complex 
     13250 Kirk Rd 
     DeSoto County Board of Education 
9.  Lewisburg Schools Complex 
     1755 Craft Rd 
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     DeSoto County Board of Education 
 
10. Walls Library 
       7181 Delta Bluff Pkwy 
      DeSoto County 
 

Supervisor Russell seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 

3. Request by Herbert Bieselin for permit refund 
 

Mr. McDougal presented a request for refund of permit fees by Herbert Bieselin in the amount of $145, due to the property 
being in the City of Hernando instead of the County. 

 
Supervisor Medlin made a Motion to approve a refund of Permit Fees to Herbert Bieselin. Supervisor Latimer seconded the 
Motion.  

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 

 
4. Request by James Marty for Variance Fee refund 
 

Mr. McDougal presented a request for refund of Variance fees by James Marty in the amount of $50, due to the need for 
Variance deemed as being unnecessary by the Planning Staff. 

 
Supervisor Russell made a Motion to approve a refund of Variance Fees to James Marty. Supervisor Thach seconded the 
Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 

5. Request by Haywood Scott for permit refund 
 
Mr. McDougal presented a request for refund of permit fees by Haywood Scott in the amount of $100. Due to health issues, 
he is unable to begin or complete the work. 

 
Supervisor Lewis made a Motion to approve a refund of Permit Fees to Haywood Scott. Supervisor Medlin seconded the 
Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 

6. Amendment to Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2009 regarding Scriveners’ 
Errors on the Thornridge Subdivision Final Plat 

 
Mr. McDougal stated the need for an amendment to meeting minutes to clarify the location and plat book and page number 
of a subdivision. He stated, “Section 22, Township 3 and Range 6”, as well as “Plat book 108 , page 1” needed to be added 
to the Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2009 regarding a Scriveners’ Error on the Thornridge Subdivision Final Plat. 
 
Supervisor Russell made a Motion to add “Section 22, Township 3 and Range 6” and “Plat book 108, page 1” to the 
Meeting Minutes of November 5, 2009 regarding a Scriveners’ Error on the Thornridge Subdivision Final Plat. Supervisor 
Thach seconded the Motion.  
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 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 
 
Mr. McDougal clarified there are no prohibitions against rental units in the Covenants of Laurelbrook Subdivision, Section 
B. 
 
Supervisor Latimer made a Motion to approve the minutes concerning Laurelbrook Subdivision of the Board of Supervisors 
Minutes from Monday, June 1, 2009. Supervisor Thach seconded the Motion.  
 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER: 
 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN    YES 
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH                  YES 
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL    YES 
FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER    YES 
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS               YES 
 

See Exhibit D 
 
 
E.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Starlanding Corridor – Peyton 
 

Road Manager Russell Dorris said he talked to Talbot Brothers about the two ten foot pipes 
which the contract states will be their property at the end of the Starlanding Railroad project.   
Mr. Dorris said they will sell the County the pipes for a total of $46,755 which includes 
installation on the Peyton property.  Mr. Dorris said the County can buy two new fourteen gauge 
pipes ten feet long with head walls and bands for $46,951. Mr. Dorris said he is not sure if the 
length would be the correct size.  Mr. Dorris said Mr. Peyton mentioned bringing the existing 
pipes back on his property. 
 
Chuck Peyton said there was another ditch south of the pipe in question that formerly never 
flooded.  Since the project started, that ditch is now flooding as well.  Mr. Peyton said he was 
asking to take those pipes to fix that problem. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said, by law, the Board cannot make the driveway any better than it was 
before the project started.  Mr. Peyton responded that water never flooded the second ditch until 
the project began.  Mr. Peyton said, when the County increased the water flow onto his property, 
someone should be responsible. 
 
Supervisor Russell asked, if the Board approves Mr. Peyton’s request in this meeting and the 
work is done the way it is described, will Mr. Peyton sign a statement releasing the County of 
any liability. 
 
Road Manager Russell Dorris asked Mr. Peyton if he would sign a release of liability to the 
County.  Mr. Peyton said, previously they relied on engineer’s drawings that illustrated it would 
fix the problem for all but a two year flood.  He said they have been flooded six times in two 
months based on those drawings.  He would hate to sign anything until he knows for sure the 
engineering is going to work. 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak advised the Board of Supervisors he would like to discuss several 
issues related to this matter but that such discussion would be better handled in Executive 
Session.  See Executive Session. 
 
 

F.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Series 2009 - $16M Bond Documents 
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DeSoto County Financial Advisor Demery Grubbs presented a resolution authorizing the 
issuance of GO bonds in the amount of $16 million.  Mr. Grubbs said the notice will be 
published on June 12th and June 19th and they will sell the bonds on June 24th.  He presented 
documents in connection with the bond issue. 
 
Supervisor Eugene Thach verified that the County could issue these bonds without a tax 
increase.  Mr. Grubbs said yes, there will be no tax increase under this amount of bond funding.  
He said there are two older bond issues the County will pay off.  Mr. Grubbs said he has spent 
time with the County Administrator and the Comptroller on the County financials and there will 
be no tax impact on the issuance of these bonds. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin clarified that Mr. Grubbs is saying that the millage the County had on 
the older bonds that are being paid off, will pay this debt.  County Administrator Michael 
Garriga said, once the $16 million is issued, it will be paid off from the millage from the new 
debt and cash on hand for debt payments. 
 
Supervisor Medlin said the funding is ear-marked for the jail and asked what else it will fund.  
Mr. Garriga said it is ear-marked for the jail and the strategic plan completed by the Board last 
year which identified the most important road projects in the County.   
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said the Jail Committee has not selected a jail site and the committee is 
not ready to make a recommendation but should be ready soon. 
 
Supervisor Medlin said he wanted to make sure the Board is not doing a bond issue and paying 
interest on it when we are not ready to use the money.  Mr. Garriga said the County should be 
ready to act within eight months on the project. 
 
Supervisor Medlin asked how long the County has to spend the money.  Mr. Grubbs said three 
years.  He said the County will start paying interest at the time the bond is issued.  Mr. Grubbs 
said we know that some time in the near future, the market will change and interest rates will go 
up.  He said the County should receive the money in late July or early August. 
 
Supervisor Medlin asked Mr. Grubbs if he recommends issuing this money in two issues of if 
that would have a negative impact on the interest rate.  Mr. Grubbs said it would have a negative 
impact on the interest rate. 
 
Supervisor Medlin said he knows that the County has needs that must be addressed, but people 
want the government to stop spending money.   
 
Supervisor Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
approve the three documents connected with the bond as follows: 
1.)  Resolution Authorizing and Ratifying the Signing and Distribution of a Preliminary Official 
Statement for the Sale of Sixteen Million Dollars General Obligation Bonds, Series 2009, of 
DeSoto County, Mississippi. 
 
2.)  Resolution Authorizing and Directing the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds, Series 
2009, of DeSoto County, Mississippi in the Principal Amount of Sixteen Million Dollars. 
 
3.)  Resolution Authorizing and Ratifying the Signing and Distribution of a Preliminary Official 
Statement for the Sale of Sixteen Million Dollars General Obligation Bonds, Series 2009, of 
DeSoto County, Mississippi.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:   
 
                             Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------NO 

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer said he knows this is a good deal on the bonds and it is a good time to 
borrow but he does not know where the Board is talking about building the new jail.  He said he 
is uncomfortable voting for something when he does not know where it will be located.  
Supervisor Latimer said he does not know if the County will spend all of the money on the jail. 
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Supervisor Tommy Lewis said all of the money would not be spent on the jail, but a large 
portion of it would be spent on the jail and some money on roads.   
 
Supervisor Russell said the County has been in trouble with the state regarding the jail for four 
years and we must do something.  He said, from his work on the Jail Committee, he is sure the 
$16 million will not be enough to do a long range plan. 
 
Supervisor Thach said the jail is not over-crowded now.  Supervisor Russell said yes the jail is 
over-crowded.  He said the cities have done a great job helping the County to reduce inmate 
population, but the jail is now at capacity and there has been more than capacity in the jail at 
times. 
 
Supervisor Thach said he does not know where the jail will be located. 
 
Mr. Grubbs said, if the Board wants to wait on the issuance of the bonds, it is their decision.  He 
said his firm is trying to take advantage of the current market.  Mr. Grubbs said the Board has 
$80 million in projects and it is up to the Board where the bond money is spent. 
 
Supervisor Medlin said he knows something needs to be done about the jail.  The County keeps 
having reassessments and even though the Board has not raised millage, people’s taxes have 
increased through reassessment.  Supervisor Medlin said people are losing their jobs and income 
and retirement.  Supervisor Medlin said he knows the Board must take care of the jail, but the 
entire Board has not been briefed by the Jail Committee. 
 
 

2. Accounting - Supplemental Claims Docket 
 

Comptroller Tom Arnold presented late bills for approval as follows: 
 
$ 229.12     Evelyn Rook       Refund of Dependent Health Premium 
$  22.06      Beverly Dye       Refund of Dependent Health, Dental & Vision Premiums 
$180.00      Grenada Postmaster  PO Box Service for Mitchell M. Lundy 
$  50.00      CNA Surety Co.    Bond/policy Coverage for Pamela D. Johnson 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to 
approve the late bills as presented by the Comptroller.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:   
                             Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
In accordance with Section 19-13-31 and Section 19-11-23 of the Mississippi Code annotated, 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to 
authorize the Chancery Clerk to pay the bills as presented by the Comptroller. The motion 
passed by a vote as follows: 

 Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit F.2 
 
 

3. Authorization to Solicit Bids for Surplus Helicopter 
 

Vanessa Lynchard said previously the Board approved transferring a helicopter in the Aviation 
Unit to Panola County.  Ms. Lynchard said Panola County no longer wants the helicopter so we 
need to rescind the previous approval.  She said the Sheriff wants to bid for the sale of that 
helicopter 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer asked if the Sheriff’s Department had purchased a new helicopter. 



_______                           9                         06/03/2009   
T.J.L.  

 
County Administrator Michael Garriga said no, they have not purchased a helicopter yet.  Mr. 
Garriga said the Sheriff’s Department has already sold one helicopter and banked that money 
and wants to sell this one as well and bank the money. They will take the money from both sales 
and put it toward the purchase of a new helicopter. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
go out to bid for the sale of a surplus helicopter.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:   
 
                             Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

4. Board Attorney – MEMA Hazardous Mitigation Grant 
 

Board Attorney Tony Nowak said, in the past years, the Board approved a grant through MEMA 
where the County buys property located in a flood zone and turned it into greenway.  Mr. 
Nowak said they have the first property for purchase under that program.  He said this requires 
the County to go through a real estate property closing.  After County purchases the property, it 
must be used for green space. 
 
County Administrator Michael Garriga said he recommends banking the property with the land 
trust.   
 
Grants Administrator Joyce Herring said the County has to tear down the house and convert it to 
grass or greenspace. 
 
Mr. Garriga asked Mrs. Herring if she sees any reason it cannot be banked with land trust.  Mrs. 
Herring said no, there should be no problem as long as the County does not build anything on 
the property. 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to 
proceed with the acquisition of the property and to authorize the Smith, Phillips, Mitchell, Scott 
and Nowak Law Firm to handle the closing of the property in any manner necessary to bring the 
matter to a legal conclusion.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:   
 
                             Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

 G.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The executive session portion of these minutes is recorded under the portion of the minutes called 

 "Executive Session". 
 
 
H.   OTHER ISSUES 
 

1.  Planning Commission Minutes –  Rental property 
 

Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion 
to approve the minutes from May 6th concerning the Planning Commission agenda item under 
Final Subdivisions – Laurelbrook concerning rental property.  The motion passed by a vote as 
follows: 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
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   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

2.  I-69 / 269 
 

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said the corridor study for I-69/269 is very important to DeSoto 
County.  He asked the Board to please give the study consideration.  The Board discussed the 
importance of developing the I-69/269 corridor appropriately. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion 
to issue an RFQ and/or an RFP for the I-69/269 corridor within 60 days.   
 
The Supervisors discussed issues concerning the development of this corridor.  County 
Administrator Michael Garriga said the County has generic policies in place. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said, if the County has to tell people they cannot do certain things with 
their property, the Board needs to know the options for those people.  Supervisor Russell said he 
does not want to spend $300,000 and not know how to handle requests from constituents.  
Supervisor Russell said he wants to ask those questions before we move forward. 
 
Planning Director Jim McDougal said, any plan the Board adopts, can be improved by a better 
plan and the Board may change the plan at any time. 
 
After discussing the matter, Supervisor Jessie Medlin withdrew the second because he had to 
leave the meeting.   
 
The Board continued to discuss the importance of the I-69/269 corridor. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell seconded Supervisor Tommy Lewis’ previous motion to issue an RFQ 
and/or an RFP for the I-69/269 corridor within 60 days.  The motion passed by a vote as 
follows: 
 
                            Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------ABSENT 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
  

Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
recess the meeting until June 24, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------ABSENT 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES    
    Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

 
THIS the 3rd day of June, 2009, these minutes have been read and approved by the DeSoto County 
Board of Supervisors. 
 
 
 
 
 

   _________________________________ 
Tommy Lewis, President 
DeSoto County Board of Supervisors  


