DESOTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

BILL RUSSELL, PRESIDENT 2010 PRESIDING

June 9, 2010
A.  CALL TO ORDER
The June 9, 2010, meeting of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Supervisor Bill Russell, Board President.

Sheriff Bill Rasco of the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department was present and did open the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors meeting in a regular session to hear any and all business to come before the Board.  The following were present:

    


Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------------District 1  



Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------------District 2  



Supervisor Bill Russell------------------------District 3





Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------------District 4 



Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------------District 5 




W. E. Sluggo Davis---------------------------Chancery Clerk




Michael Garriga-------------------------------County Administrator




Tony Nowak ----------------------------------Board Attorney




Sheriff Bill Rasco-----------------------------Sheriff
B.  INVOCATION

Supervisor Eugene Thach presented the invocation.

C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA
DeSoto County Board of Supervisors

Planning Agenda

June 9, 2010
CONSENT
Minor Lots
Robert Williams Minor Lot (6793) - Application is for final subdivision approval of one (1) lot of 4.2 acres. Subject property is located on the north side of Dunn Lane and east of Craft Road in Section 17, Township 2, Range 6 and is zoned Agricultural-Residential (A-R). (District 5)

Mackie Estates Minor Lot (6794) - Application is for final subdivision approval of one (1) lot of 11.3 acres and one (1) lot of 8 acres out of 19.3 acres. Subject property is located at 1200 Craft Road on the east side of Craft Road and north of Byhalia Road in Section 29, Township 2, Range 6 and is zoned Agricultural-Residential (A-R). (District 5)
Mr. McDougal presented the applications above and stated the applications appear to be in compliance with the County’s Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances. Mr. McDougal stated he is fine with approval of Mackie Estates Minor Lot as there is a proposed future stub road in the Hawks Crossing Planned Unit Development that will access the proposed rear lot and both properties of Mackie Estates Minor Lot are being purchased by the same person. Mr. McDougal explained that the property is being subdivided primarily for financing purposes.

Supervisor Lewis made a Motion to approve the Consent Agenda for the applications in District 5, subject to and conditioned upon staff recommendations and required dedication of public road right-of-way and Health Department approvals, and with the additional following conditions: 

1. There shall be no further division of the Mackie Estates Minor Lot without addressing permanent access to the subdivision lots to meet subdivision regulations.

 Supervisor Thach seconded the Motion. 

 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER:

FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN










YES
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH

           
   
YES
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL










YES

FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER







YES
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS


            



YES
Other Items:
1. Disposition of Ford Bronco - City of Walls
Mr. McDougal stated the Planning office would like to surplus a Ford Bronco that the office no longer uses. He went on to state he spoke with the Town of Walls and they would be interested in obtaining the Bronco.

Mr. Tony Nowak, Board Attorney, advised the Board that if they found the Ford Bronco to be surplus property and that it is in the best interest of the taxpayers to donate it to the Town of Walls as another government agency the Board could approve the donation.

After determining that it was in the best interest of the taxpayers and citizens of the State of Mississippi for DeSoto County to dispose of the 1995 Ford Bronco for less than fair market value, Supervisor Russell made the motion and Supervisor Latimer seconded the motion to donate a 1995 Ford Bronco from the DeSoto County Planning Department to the Town of Walls.  

THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER:

FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN










YES
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH

           
   
YES
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL










YES

FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER







YES
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS


            



YES
2. I-69/I-269 International Trade Corridor Study – Update
Mr. McDougal stated he received a letter stating DeSoto County is being considered for the EDA grant that has been applied for to help fund the I-69/269 Corridor Study. Mr. McDougal stated he hopes to have confirmation of their decision within thirty days as to whether the grant will be awarded to DeSoto County.

3. Andrews Park
Mr. Andy Swims stated that Andrews Park is a development in the eastern part of the county and is located off of Bethel Road. He stated there have been issues with a culvert and roads in the development that need repair that he has been trying to work with the developer to address these issues for the last four years. He stated the maintenance and repairs have not been made and he is requesting the Board of Supervisors pull the bond for this development. Mr. Swims went on to state the bond is for $68,000 and he is concerned that with the increasing cost of asphalt this amount will not be enough to make the necessary repairs and apply the overlays on the roads in the development.  

Supervisor Russell asked if the Board pulls the bond and the money is not enough to do all that is required, can the Board of Supervisors sue the developer for the remainder of the money needed to cover the cost of the work required to be done. Mr. Nowak advised that yes the Board of Supervisors can sue the developer for the additional money needed to make the repairs. 

Mr. Brad Rainey stated he is one of four partners who are the developers of Andrews Park Subdivision. He stated he has contacted a contractor to install the pipe needed under the road to address the culvert problem, but the contractor has not done the work yet. Mr. Rainey went on to state the contractor is willing to start work immediately on the installation of the pipe if the Board of Supervisors will wait to pull the bond on the development.

Supervisor Russell asked what the amount of $76,000 presented in the information provided to the Board encompasses. Mr. Swims stated that is the estimated amount expected to cover the cost of repairs to the road failures and overlay of the roads.

Supervisor Russell asked Mr. Rainey what his plans are for the repairs for the development. Mr. Rainey stated his immediate plans are to repair the potholes in the development. Supervisor Russell then asked Mr. Rainey how long he anticipates completion of the repairs to take. Mr. Rainey stated he will repair the two major potholes and address the drainage issue immediately and once four lots are sold he will then do the remaining work. 

Mr. Swims stated he is concerned with giving the developers additional time as they were given from February until May and nothing was done. 

Supervisor Medlin stated he has received calls from concerned citizens for the last 6-8 months concerning the potholes in Andrews Park Subdivision. He then stated he is concerned that the longer the Board of Supervisors waits to pull the bond, the more expensive it will be to make the repairs. 

Supervisor Medlin asked if the developer knows what work needs to be done in the subdivision. Mr. Swims stated he told the developer the County Engineering Department will mark the roads where repairs are needed and that it is more than just the two potholes mentioned by Mr. Rainey.

Supervisor Medlin stated he did not have a problem with giving Mr. Rainey until June 21, 2010 to make the necessary repairs.

Supervisor Medlin made a Motion to give Mr. Brad Rainey an extension until June 21, 2010 to make repairs, that if the repairs are not made by that date the Board of Supervisors will pull the bond for Andrews Park Subdivision. Supervisor Thach seconded the Motion.

THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN ON THIS MATTER:

FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, JESSIE MEDLIN










YES
SECOND DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, EUGENE THACH

           
   
YES
THIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, BILL RUSSELL










YES

FOURTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, ALLEN LATIMER







YES
FIFTH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR, TOMMY LEWIS


           



   YES
See Exhibit D
E.  CONSENT

The Board of Supervisors considered the items on the Consent Agenda.
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to approve the Consent Agenda and the reports and actions set forth therein as follows:

1.  Budget Amendments

1.) Juvenile Drug Court-adjust line item for the purchase of testing supplies, the amt more than originally planned

2.) DHS-Child Support-set up new line item for shredding services previously paid from Economic Assistance budget.

3.) Solid Waste Fund-adjust line item to add replacement of trailer light kits on six recycling trailers
2.  Extension Service Retirement Notices
a. Arthur D. Smith-Area Argronomy Agent
b. Gale Rutt-Secretary

3.  Make Part of Minutes:  Circuit Court-Delta Computer Systems Software Agreement

a. Circuit

b. Financial

The motion passed by a vote as follows:

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES



Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES

Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

See Exhibit E
F.  OLD BUSINESS

1.  Jail Committee Report (Executive Session)
The Board of Supervisors determined that this item involved issues that made it appropriate and necessary to hear in Executive Session.  See Executive Session, Session I.

After Executive Session was completed, County Administrator Michael Garriga said that after two and one half years of debating, the Board of Supervisors selected the Harris property on Magnolia Drive as the potential site for the new adult detention facility.  He said there are a number of contingencies and conditions that must be met before the county can acquire the property and start construction of the facility.  Those conditions include but are not limited to annexation of the property by the City of Hernando or the passing of a local and private bill to allow locating the jail outside the limits of the City of Hernando.  Mr. Garriga said work will begin to satisfy the contingencies immediately.
G.  NEW BUSINESS
1.  11:00 a.m.-Public Hearing-Home Grant
Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to open the Public Hearing regarding the Home Grant.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES



Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES



Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

Coordinator for the Home Grant for DeSoto County, Fred Griffin, appeared before the Board of Supervisors to explain why another public hearing needed to be scheduled.  He said, due to the holiday, this hearing is one day over the time limit and he had to set a new date so that we will be in compliance.  

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said this public hearing is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. today and asked if the meeting should be continued until that time to ensure we are in compliance with the rules.

Mr. Griffin explained today’s meeting is for rural housing services to hear about mortgage and financial services.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to continue the meeting to the scheduled time of 11:00 a.m.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

At 11:00 a.m., Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to open the Public Hearing set for 11:00 a.m. for the Home Grant.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

Board President Bill Russell asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak about the Home Grant.  No one came forward.

Mr. Griffin said all new changes to the grant must be completed by August 1, 2010.  Supervisor Latimer asked if Mr. Griffin has already made modifications previously requested by the Board.  Mr. Griffin responded, yes sir.  The modifications previously requested were that the applicant for the Home Grant must be a citizen and not just have a green card only.  Supervisor Latimer asked if this stipulation is in the policy today.  Mr. Griffin said the change can be made along with a change of not awarding the grant to a convicted felon.  He said a change can be made as long as it is not discriminatory. 

Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to authorize the Board President to sign the home grant application and that the terms and conditions of the Board is authorized to attach to the local grants the Board will approve include the stipulation that applicants must be a citizen of the United States and never been convicted of certain felonies.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:


Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to close the Public Hearing for the Home Grant.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

Supervisor Jessie Medlin and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to authorize the Smith, Phillips, Mitchell, Scott and Nowak Law Firm to work with Home Grant Coordinator, Fred Griffin, and the DeSoto County Grants Administrator Joyce Herring, on any matters necessary throughout the duration of the Home Grant Program.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:


Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES   

2.  Extension Service-Commitment to Fund Staff Positions

Vanessa Lynchard said that Joy Anderson brought the requests for the Board of Supervisors to acknowledge the availability of county funding for filling two positions at the Extension Office for the two employees who just retired.  She said the money is in the budget, but they may redistribute the overall money to accommodate their needs.
Supervisor Allen Latimer asked if the county gives money for these positions and has no input.  Vanessa said the Board is not involved in the hiring decision.

Supervisor Bill Russell said that Mississippi State has been very attentive to the suggestions of the Board in the past.  He said most recently there was an issue and they did listen to the Board.
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to renew funding for two positions, 4-H Program Associate and an office associate both in the amount of $22,850 each and to authorize the Board President to sign the associated order.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES



Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES
See Exhibit G.2
3.  Veterans of WWII Event Update
Veterans Service Officer Steve Powell appeared before the Board of Supervisors with an update on the progress of the WWII Memorial event being held on June 26th.  He said the Navy Band will play at the event and a swing band will play from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  Mr. Powell said they are trying to get a “fly over” and the ROTC will lead as the Color Guard. The Adjutant General will be a guest speaker as will Hickman Ewing, and presentations will be made as well. The DeSoto County Museum will have a display.
Vanessa said the county will receive a flag that is being flown in Washington, DC and that flag will be flown honoring the veterans.  

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said it is really going to be nice.  He was in the Administrative Office today and met a few veterans and he appreciates everyone’s hard work to make this a success.

Supervisor Bill Russell said he, too, was in the Administrative Office and met a gentleman who was shot in Germany and never received his Purple Heart. He said there are all kinds of stories that the vets have to tell.
Vanessa said Char has worked very hard as have all departments including but not limited to Facilities Management, IT and the Road Department.  She said Gia is also working on the project.  

Mr. Powell said the event will last about one and one half hours and everyone is very excited about it.  All of the county departments have been very cooperative.

4.  Redistricting Proposal
County Administrator Michael Garriga presented a proposal and letter of agreement from Chris Watson of Bridge and Watson, Inc., for DeSoto County redistricting.  Mr. Garriga said the cost ranges from $30,000 to $50,000 with the higher cost as a worst case scenario.  Mr. Garriga said, compared to the last redistricting, $20,000 to $30,000 is a more realistic price.  He said he looked back at the previous agreement for 2001-2002 and the cost at that time was $18,500.  This is the same company and Chris Watson is very knowledgeable about DeSoto County and knows a lot of people in the county and he said Mr. Watson can do a very good job for the county.

Supervisor Allen Latimer asked if there is an additional fee if the firm has to testify in the case of an appeal.  Mr. Garriga said the redistricting agreement meets all requirements of the Department of Justice.  If there is any follow-up there will be an additional charge and cost of expenses.  
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said the agreement provides for an hourly rate for services and reimbursement of expenses.  Thus, any testifying would cause charges to be incurred.
Supervisor Tommy Lewis asked if this includes the cost of services and two submissions.  Mr. Garriga said yes.

Mr. Garriga said DeSoto County has undergone a lot of changes since the last redistricting and he knows they know how to analyze the information.

Supervisor Eugene Thach said he liked the way they dealt with the county during the last redistricting.

Mr. Nowak said except for small corrections, the agreement is acceptable.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to accept the agreement with Bridge and Watson, Inc., subject to the recommended corrections of the Board Attorney for the redistricting of DeSoto County following of the 2010 census data, in an amount not to exceed $50,000.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

See Exhibit G.4
5.  Dept. of Road Management:  Justice Court-Loading Ramps 
Road Manager Russell Dorris presented an estimate in the amount of $12,507.44 for the scope of work involve in building loading ramps at the Justice Court Building in Southaven.  He said the county is doing the work and Kenny Evans asked him to look at the project.  

Supervisor Bill Russell asked if there is money in the budget to do the project.  County Administrator Michael Garriga said there is money in the budget and this estimate did come in less than the quote.
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to approve the Road Department to build the loading ramps at the Justice Court Building in Southaven in the estimated amount of $12,507.44 and instructed the cost to be reimbursed by the project funds as the Facilities Management budget.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:


Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

See Exhibit G.5
H.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

The executive session portion of these minutes is recorded under the portion of the minutes called 
     "Executive Session".
I.  OTHER ISSUES

1.  JABG Grant- Cities of Olive Branch and Southaven
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said the cities of Olive Branch and Southaven are applying for the JABG grant and need approval for the Board President to sign a MOU with those cities.  Mr. Nowak explained that the county approval of the MOU was a formality of the grant.
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to approve the “Interlocal Agreement Between the City of Southaven and the City of Olive Branch for the 2010 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant” and to authorize the Board President to sign the interlocal agreement.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:


Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES
2.  Lake of the Hills-Burned House
Supervisor Allen Latimer asked the status of the burned house in Lake of the Hills.  Board Attorney Tony Nowak said unless the Board makes a finding that it is a hazard to the health and safety of the citizens of DeSoto County, there is no action that can be taken by the county.  Supervisor Latimer said he would like for Bobby Storey to look into a county blight policy.
3.  Laurelbrook Subdivision

County Engineer Andy Swims said that Laurelbrook Subdivision is short building two houses of meeting the 60% completion and it will have been four years in December.  He said the road does need to be overlaid.  There are a few potholes and it will just get worse and more expensive to overlay.  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to authorize putting down the final lift of asphalt in the Laurelbrook Subdivision.  The motion passed by a vote as follows:

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES



Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

4.  Accounting-Budget Amendment

Comptroller Tom Arnold said that Kenny Evans requested a budget amendment to adjust a line item for additional charges for a data card for wireless internet.

Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve a budget amendment to adjust a line item for additional charges for a data card for wireless internet for the Facilities Management Department as further detailed in Exhibit G.4. The motion passed by a vote as follows:

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES




Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES

See Exhibit I.4

5.  Drivers License Personnel

Supervisor Allen Latimer said he has received complaints regarding the rudeness of personnel located at the Highway 51 Drivers License office.  He asked if Mr. Garriga can write a letter to the authorities regarding that issue.  Mr. Garriga said yes.

Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to recess the meeting until June 21, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. The motion passed by a vote as follows:

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------YES



Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES



Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES
THIS the 9th day of June, 2010, these minutes have been read and approved by the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors.  












































_________________________________

Bill Russell, President

DeSoto County Board of Supervisors






































______
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W.M.R 

