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DESOTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
ALLEN LATIMER, PRESIDENT 2011 PRESIDING 

 
March 7, 2011 

 
 
A.  CALL TO ORDER 

 
The March 7, 2011 meeting of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors was called to order by 
Supervisor Allen Latimer, Board President. 

 
Supervisor Sheriff Bill Rasco of the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department was present and did open 
the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors meeting in a regular session to hear any and all business to 
come before the Board.  The following were present: 

  
       Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------------District 1   
   Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------------District 2  Absent 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------------District 3  
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------------District 4  

   Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------------District 5  
   W. E. Sluggo Davis---------------------------Chancery Clerk 
   Michael Garriga-------------------------------County Administrator 
   Tony Nowak ----------------------------------Board Attorney 
   Sheriff Bill Rasco-----------------------------Sheriff 
 
 

B.  INVOCATION 
 

Supervisor Allen Latimer presented the invocation. 
 

 
C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
D.  CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 

Supervisor Allen Latimer asked if there were any citizens who wished to make comments to the 
Board of Supervisors.   
 
Vickie Neyman of the DeSoto Arts Council came forward.  Ms. Neyman said she has been the 
Director of the Arts Council since October and she wanted to tell the Board of Supervisors how 
much the Arts Council appreciates their support.  She said, without the contributions from the 
Board, the Council would not be open nor be able to hold some of the events.  She said they opened 
a show yesterday and over 150 people attended.  The show will continue Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m.  Ms. Neyman said there will be two shows for children with 
autism.  There will be an art show and a hockey game for the children.  She said she will be happy to 
assist the Board in any way.  
 
Supervisor Latimer said the Arts Council improves the quality of life in DeSoto County and he 
appreciates their efforts.  He said a lot of citizens and private businesses support the Arts Council 
and they are to be commended.  Ms. Neyman said the Arts Council will also participate in the 
upcoming Earth Day Celebration.   
 
Supervisor Latimer asked if there was anyone else who would like to address the Board.   
 
No one came forward. 

E.  APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY MINUTES 
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The official minutes of the Board of Supervisors were read for the month of February, 2011.  
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to 
accept the minutes of the Board of Supervisors for February 2011 and as presented this date with 
changes previously submitted pursuant to Section 19-3-27 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 
annotated.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
                  
           Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

See Exhibit E 
 

 
F.  CONSENT  

 
The Board of Supervisors considered the items on the Consent Agenda. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked about the EMS trauma funds. Director of EMS Bobby Storey said 
these funds are spread throughout the district for agencies to use the money to purchase trauma 
related equipment. 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer asked about the Professional Services Agreement for garbage collection 
and waste disposal.  He asked if the fees in the agreement are limited.  Board Attorney Tony Nowak 
said he did not remember the fees being capped.  Supervisor Latimer asked if the county will be 
reimbursed 100% for the fees.  Mr. Nowak said that is the intention. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
1.  Dept. of Human Resources: Monthly Health Claims 
 

The following is a recap of all insurance claims funded for the month of February and paid to 
Humana: 

Funding Request Date Paid Amount Claim Type 

Date       

2/1/11 2/1/11 $75,536.33 Administration Fees 

2/7/11 2/8/11 $49,624.64 Medical  

2/7/11 2/8/11 $6,238.35 Dental 

2/7/11 2/8/11 $13,106.28 Prescription 

2/14/11 2/22/11 $23,762.03 Medical 

2/14/11 2/22/11 $3,894.30 Dental 

2/14/11 2/22/11 $14,268.83 Prescription 

2/21/11 2/22/11 $32,567.07 Medical 

2/21/11 2/22/11 $2,233.50 Dental 

2/21/11 2/22/11 $15,567.19 Prescription 

2/28/11 2/28/11 $76,982.13 Medical 

2/28/11 2/28/11 $7,488.45 Dental 

2/28/11 2/28/11 $17,737.22 Prescription 

        

  TOTAL $339,006.32   

 
2.  Justice Court Report 
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Criminal Cases Filed  115 
Civil Cases Filed  467 
Traffic Tickets Filed  636 
Total Cases Filed  1,218 
State Assessments  $77,673.56 
County General Fund  $126,751.12 
Total Collections  $204,424.68 
 

3.  Bailiff Pay- Shirley Holmes – $120.00    Liz Medlin - $380.00   Jason Motz - $55.00  
 
4.  Publication of Board Proceedings 
 
5.  Make Part of Minutes 
            
     a. Professional Services Agreement for Garbage Collection & Waste Disposal  
   
     b. Amended Interlocal Agreement w/City of Southaven & City of Horn Lake 2009 Byrne 

Justice Assistant Grant (JAG) 
 
     c. Town of Walls & DeSoto County to Maintain Roads 
    

 (1.) Resolution (2.) Interlocal Agreement 
 

      d. Town of Walls & DeSoto County for Animal Control Enforcement 
 

(1.)  Resolution         (2.) Interlocal Agreement 
       

6.  EMS-Accept Distribution of Trauma Funds to Purchase EMS Supplies 
 
7.  Office of Procurement:  Solicit Bids 
 
     (a.) Road Dept. – Uniforms       (b.) Jail Food 
 
8.  Department of Road Management 
 

(a.) Road Report and Work Schedule       (b.) Road Bond Report 
 

9.  Safety Report (1)  
        

10.  Chancery Clerk Allowance - $2,316.66   
 
The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

                  
           Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit E 
 

 
G.  OLD BUSINESS 

 
1. Interlocal Agreement for Ambulance Service 
 

Board Attorney Tony Nowak said we have interlocal agreements with municipalities for 
ambulance service in the county.  These are the same agreements that have been in effect for 
about fifteen years and the agreements need to be updated.  In this agreement, the cities get an 
ambulance every fifth year.   
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Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to 
approve the interlocal agreement for ambulance service between DeSoto County and the cities.  
The motion passed by a vote as follows:           

           Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

H.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Solid Waste Management:  Amendment-Sludge Land Application  
 

Tracy Huffman, Engineer for the DeSoto County Regional Utility Authority, appeared before the 
Board of Supervisors requesting an amendment to the County’s solid waste plan to add two sites 
for sludge disposal.  He said this will add two more sites in addition to those currently in use to 
apply sludge on the properties from the treatment plant.  Mr. Huffman said, under the 
amendment, Wes Hoggard and Jewel Wallis will be added to the existing plan.   
 
Supervisor Bill Russell asked how landowners apply to participate in this program.  Mr. 
Huffman said they can contact his office. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked about the reference to Butch Lambert & Associates in the 
agreement.  Mr. Huffman said Mr. Lambert developed the original plan but is not involved in the 
proposed rewrite.   
 
Supervisor Medlin asked how often DCRUA will clean the treatment facility and remove sludge. 
Mr. Huffman said they do that once or twice a year. 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer asked if that gets rid of most of the sludge.  Mr. Huffman said they try 
to stay ahead of the effort. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
approve an amendment to the 2006 Solid Waste Plan to include additional sites for land 
application of biosolids extracted from the DeSoto County Regional Utility Authority to local 
farms.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

  
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit H.1 
   

  
2. Finance & Accounting:  Claims Docket 

 
Finance Clerk Stephanie Hanks and Chief Financial Officer Tom Arnold of the Office of 
Finance and Accounting presented the claims docket to the Board.  Ms. Hanks read the items on 
the claims docket individually and the Board discussed these items. 

 
In accordance with Section 19-13-31 and Section 19-11-23 of the Mississippi Code Annotated, 
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to 
authorize the Chancery Clerk to pay the bills as presented by the Comptroller.  The motion 
passed by a vote as follows:  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 
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  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit H.2 

 
 

3.  Broadband Services in DeSoto County 
 

County Administrator Michael Garriga said he looked into broadband and DSL services in the 
county after questions were addressed to Supervisor Allen Latimer regarding coverage.  Mr. 
Garriga said there are certain areas of the county where services are not provided. He said 
Comcast and AT&T have plans to provide the services, but it is difficult to find out the timeline 
for those plans.  There is really not a lot of information or detail regarding the plans for either 
company.  Mr. Garriga said he wanted to get the Board’s reaction before moving forward on the 
topic. 
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer said a person in Misty Meadows Subdivision called him to say there 
were people down the road from him who can get service, but he cannot.   
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis said his concern is the same.  He said he has contacted both AT&T and 
Comcast and got no response as to a timeline.  He said he would like to know their plans 
including a timeline.  He said he read there is stimulus money available for broadband.   
 
Mr. Garriga said he has talked to a company and will follow up with them. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell said the Public Service Commission has oversight on some of this.  He 
would like Mr. Presley to appear before the Board and tell the Board their options.  Supervisor 
Russell said he will be surprised if the Public Service Commission cannot get a schedule. 
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin said he knows some areas are franchised by CenturyTel.  That may not 
be a problem now, but three or four years ago it was a problem.   
 
Supervisor Latimer asked if the Board wanted to invite Mr. Presley to an upcoming meeting.  
Supervisor Russell said yes. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
invite Public Service Commissioner Brandon Presley to come to the Board to discuss broadband 
in the county.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

 
4.  Board Attorney 
  

a. RBM Election Equipment Maintenance Agreement 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said ES & S has been the past provider to maintain the election 
equipment.  He said this proposed agreement is with RBM and, per Ms. Thompson, provides a 
significant savings.  Mr. Nowak thought the savings was around $7,500 per year for routine 
maintenance.  Mr. Nowak said that Circuit Clerk Dale Thompson asked that the Board consider 
approving this agreement with RBM in the amount of $17,250 for 95 pieces of election 
equipment. 
 
At the recommendation of the Board Attorney and Circuit Clerk, Supervisor Bill Russell made 
the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to approve the agreement with 
RBM for maintaining election equipment in the amount of $17,250.  The motion passed by a 
vote as follows:  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
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      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
b. Agreement with MDOT for I-69 Easements 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said this agreement is for a phase of I-69 to allow MDOT to get 
easements.  He said a similar agreement regarding easement for the section of I-69 from Hwy. 
305 east to the Marshall County line took about nine months to complete because there was 
language in the document that needed to be worked out with the Attorney General’s office.  Mr. 
Nowak said the section of roadway covered under this agreement is from I-55 to Hwy. 305.  He 
said he did not think it the process will be as lengthy, but there are issues in the language that 
need to be cleaned up. 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
authorize the Smith Phillips Law Firm to represent the county in preparing an agreement with 
MDOT for easements on I-69 from I-55 to Hwy. 305 and to handle all aspects of preparing a final 
document for consideration by the Board of Supervisors.  The motion passed by a vote as 
follows:  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach--------- ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

  Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

5.  Office of Procurement 
 
   

a. Bids Under Advisement-Pharmaceuticals 
 

Vanessa Lynchard presented a recap of the recent bid for pharmaceuticals for EMS and the 
Sheriff’s Department as detailed in Exhibit H.5.a 
 
Vanessa said the outlook for future prices of pharmaceuticals shows that the market is 
increasing. She said in an effort to combat the increasing prices, both the Sheriff’s Department 
and the EMS Department were agreeable to bid the products in categories that might capture 
savings from different bidders with different specialties in the pharmaceutical line.  Vanessa said 
if the same products are purchased next year, the county should achieve a savings of 3% over the 
FY 10 bid by awarding in categories.  The award is for six months with an option to renew for an 
additional six months. 

 
 Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
approve the recommendation as follows under the terms and conditions under the bid agreement: 

 

BID TAB ‐ ALL CATEGORIES WITH ALTERNATES 

CATEGORY   AWARDED VENDOR  FIRST ALTERNATE  SECOND ALTERNATE 

A  Matrix Medical/Henry Schein 
Maxor Correctional 
Pharmacy Services 

Midwest Medical Supply 

B  Matrix Medical/Henry Schein  Midwest Medical Supply 
Maxor Correctional Pharmacy 
Services 

C  Midwest Medical Supply 
Maxor Correctional 
Pharmacy Services 

Bound Tree Medical 

D  Matrix Medical/Henry Schein 
Maxor Correctional 
Pharmacy Services 

Midwest Medical Supply 
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E  Matrix Medical/Henry Schein 
Maxor Correctional 
Pharmacy Services 

Midwest Medical Supply 

F 
Maxor Correctional Pharmacy 
Services  Bound Tree Medical  Midwest Medical Supply 

G  Matrix Medical/Henry Schein  Midwest Medical Supply  Bound Tree Medical 

H  Diamond Medical Supply 
Maxor Correctional 
Pharmacy Services 

Emed Medical Company 

I & J  Matrix Medical/Henry Schein  Zoll Medical 

Recommendation: Accept awarded vendor per category with first and second alternates as listed. 

 
The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

 Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 
See Exhibit H.5.a 

 
b. Purchases over $25,000:  Sheriff’s Dept. Vehicles 

 
Vanessa Lynchard presented a requisition from the Sheriff’s Department requesting to purchase 
five vehicles from the state of Missouri for an amount of $66,250.00.  Vanessa said the Board 
has requested to review any purchases over $25,000 which are not on a bid.  She said, because 
this is an inter-governmental transfer, a bid is unnecessary.  She said an interlocal agreement was 
prepared earlier this year by the DeSoto County Board Attorney which allowed the transfer of 
vehicles.  This request to purchase vehicles is still under the authority of the interlocal 
agreement.   
 
Supervisor Bill Russell asked how many miles are on the vehicles.  Sheriff Rasco said between 
50,000 to 53,000 miles.  He said some are still under warranty. 
 
At the recommendation of the Sheriff and the Director of Purchasing, Supervisor Bill Russell 
made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to authorize the purchase of 
five vehicles from the state of Missouri for the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department as 
requested on requisition number 125468.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

 Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

See Exhibit H.5.b 
 
 

6.  Grant – Homeland Security Training Funding EMA 
 

Emergency Services Director Bobby Storey said they have been at the national level earthquake 
exercises and looking at the impact an earthquake could have on Shelby and DeSoto County as 
well as surrounding areas. Mr. Storey said his department asked Homeland Security to consider 
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holding earthquake training in DeSoto County and have looked at some sights in the county. He 
said Homeland Security would like to hold similar exercises at one of the fire training sights in 
Olive Branch.  He said the county already has a Homeland Security Grant and some of those 
funds can be redirected for the necessary concrete pipes and materials for this training.   
 
Mr. Storey presented a diagram of the construction and said it consists of 48” concrete pipes.  He 
explained that pipes are filled with concrete, steel, wood etc.   The training exercise 
demonstrates cutting through rubble, debris, concrete steel etc., which is what happens during an 
earthquake.  In the event of an earthquake, buildings are demolished and some are in piles and 
have to be cut through.  Cameras can be lowered through the ruble to assist in locating and 
rescuing victims.   
 
Mr. Storey said this will be the first time Homeland Security has come to the county to train and 
there will be about 150 participants including law enforcement agencies from DeSoto County 
and the surrounding areas.  Mr. Storey said the event will be held in Olive Branch March 16 
through March 20.  He invited the Board of Supervisors to come and observe.  He said there will 
be a lot of people, vehicles etc. at the site and in case they receive inquiries the Board will know 
how to respond.   He said the Board is the policy group and they are the ultimate authority in the 
county.   
 
Mr. Storey said after the training event, they will continue to use this earthquake equipment and 
site for training.  It can be reconfigured and moved and it can be designed to change the set up.  
They can use it for ongoing training.   
 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked if this equipment will be carried on the county inventory. Mr. 
Storey said yes. 
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis said since the equipment will be located in Olive Branch permanently, 
will the county need an agreement with Olive Branch to use their facility.  Board Attorney Tony 
Nowak said yes.   
 
Supervisor Latimer asked if the Board needed to authorize the Smith Phillips Law Firm to work 
on the agreement. 
 
Grants Administrator Joyce Herring said there is already an agreement in place with all of the 
cities that will cover this as well.  Mr. Nowak said that is correct and he would like to confirm 
the terms of the existing agreement. 
 
The Board asked if the 150 people will be staying in hotels in the county.  Mr. Storey said no.  
He said under Homeland Security guidelines, they will set up tents to stay in for the duration of 
the visit.  This is a means of further training in a disaster.    
 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to 
authorize a modification to the Homeland Security grant to purchase earthquake training 
materials and conduct earthquake training exercises and to authorize the Smith Phillips Law 
Firm to review the agreement with the cities.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

 Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

 
7.   Dept. of Road Mgt:  State Aid Engineer Candidates  
 

Road Manager Russell Dorris said in order to select a State Aid Engineer, the county must have 
a selection committee.  Mr. Dorris presented a suggestion for the committee to include Andy 
Swims, Jim Green, Russell Dorris, Jack Etheridge and Michael Kennedy.  Mr. Dorris also 
presented a weighted scale for the interviews. 
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Supervisor Bill Russell asked if the Board Attorney has looked at the recommendation.  Board 
Attorney Tony Nowak said no, he has not looked at it yet but he has discussed the overall 
process with Mr. Dorris, including the need for using State Aid form agreements once a 
consultant is selected.                                                                                                                        
                                                                                   
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
approve the selection committee for a State Aid Engineer including Andy Swims, Jim Green, 
Russell Dorris, Jack Etheridge and Michael Kennedy, and to approve the weighted scale for 
selection as detailed in Exhibit H.7.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------NO 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

         Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
See Exhibit H.7 
 
 

8.   NRCS Project:  Horn Lake Creek at Horn Lake Road 
 

County Engineer Andy Swims said Scott Griffin came to the Board of Supervisors in June of last 
year about a project on Horn Lake Creek at Horn Lake Road.  At that time the Board approved 
the project.  Mr. Swims said they received a letter that funds have been allocated.  He said the 
project will be a cost share of 85/15.   
 
Supervisor Bill Russell asked if the 15% share will come from the county.  Mr. Swims said yes.  
Supervisor Russell asked why that portion does not come from the drainage district.  Mr. Swims 
said when he spoke to Scott Griffin he indicated they are staying away from drainage districts. 
 
Supervisor Russell said he is surprised that this is not a drainage district project. 
 
Vanessa Lynchard said the county approached the drainage district about working together on 
this project.  She said the county asked the drainage district to extend the work on the project 
and pay for the amount of work needed outside the right of way.   
 
Supervisor Allen Latimer clarified that the county is doing work on the right of way.  Mr. Swims 
said the county will work as far as the money will take the project.  Mr. Swims said, according to 
this project, they do not have to stay on the right of way. Mr. Swims said the county’s portion is 
$18,060. 
 
Supervisor Russell asked the Road Manager if there is money in the budget for the project.  Mr. 
Dorris said he will have to search for money since it is road work.  He said he thought this was a 
general fund project.  
 
Supervisor Russell said this project is inside the city limits and they might help with funding.  
Mr. Dorris said he will check with the city. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
approve the agreement with NRCS for work on Horn Lake Creek on Horn Lake Road and to 
authorize the Board President to sign the agreement.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 

 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 

      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

 Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES    
 
 

9.   Blue Ribbon Trip Update   
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County Administrator Michael Garriga said the climate in Washington is not susceptible to 
earmark funding.  Mr. Garriga said the county has ongoing projects that we asked the delegation 
to continue to support and will continue to ask for funding on these projects. He said it was a 
positive trip.  Mr. Garriga said DeSoto County is strong and they believe it will continue to be 
strong.  The delegation is very aware of DeSoto County projects. 
 
Mr. Garriga said they also met with the Department of Justice (DOJ).  They wanted to establish 
a relationship with the DOJ and start building dialogue regarding redistricting.  Mr. Garriga said 
we are the first county in Mississippi to submit a redistricting package.  He said the DOJ made 
no commitment, but if everything goes well and the submission meets their guidelines, we could 
receive an answer by April.  He said they understand the county’s dilemma. Mr. Garriga said he 
thinks the dialogue with the DOJ was positive. 
 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said the group at the DOJ spoke very well of this Board’s efforts to 
hold public meetings regarding redistricting. 
 

Supervisor Bill Russell said it was enlightening to actually hear the Senators and Congressman 
talk about the impact of the payments on earmarks to the budget.  He said there is no provision 
other than earmarks for the federal government to help local governments. 
 
   

I.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The executive session portion of these minutes is recorded under the portion of the minutes called 
"Executive Session". 
 
 

J.  OTHER ISSUES 
 

1. Child Advocacy Center 
 

Supervisor Bill Russell said the Board Attorney sent letters to the Board from the Attorney 
General.  The AG opinion says it is proper to donate money for the Child Advocacy Center.  He 
asked if the Board is ready to make that request. 
 
County Administrator Michael Garriga said the Child Advocacy Center is asking for $62,000.   
He said this Board asked for the group to make a presentation to the Council Of Governments and 
it will probably happen at the March meeting. 
 
Supervisor Russell said the Board asked Mr. Garriga to look at other options.  Mr. Garriga said he 
has had conversations with the group in Northwest Mississippi and that is an option.  He said they 
are supplemented by numerous agencies and he does not know the cost to the county.  He said it 
is inconvenient to drive to that area.  Mr. Garriga said there are several grants available. 
 
Sheriff Bill Rasco said they have not had to use them yet. 
 
Supervisor Russell suggested that the Sheriff and County Administrator meet with the group and 
get a recommendation.  Mr. Garriga said the name of the group is Family Crisis Center of 
Northwest Mississippi and they offer a myriad of services.  Supervisor Russell said he would like 
to utilize a service in Mississippi if possible. 
 
Supervisor Russell said they need to move forward and either fund the Memphis center or start 
using the center in Oxford. 
 
The Sheriff and County Administrator agreed to meet with the Family Crisis Center of Northwest 
Mississippi. 
 
No motions were made nor votes taken on this item. 
 

2. Jacobs Partnership 
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Supervisor Bill Russell said the Board received information about a group wanting to donate land 
to DeSoto County in Horn Lake.  He said he would like the Board Attorney to look into the offer 
and come back with advice for the Board. 
 
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to 
authorize the Smith Phillips Law Firm to look into an offer to donate land to DeSoto County and 
advise the Board on the conditions and merits of the offer.   The motion passed by a vote as 
follows: 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

 Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 
 

3. Sola College Scholarship 
 

Supervisor Bill Russell said Soladigm is the new business moving to Olive Branch and they are 
offering two full college scholarships.  Supervisor Russell said the Board of Education may be 
working on it, but he wants the people to know about this opportunity. 
 
 

4. Planning Commission Meetings 
 

Supervisor Tommy Lewis asked if the Board was interested in changing the meeting days for the 
Planning Commission and combine it with a scheduled Board of Supervisors Meeting.   
 
Supervisor Bill Russell suggested talking with the Planning Commission on Wednesday. 

 
 

Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to recess 
the meeting until March 9, 2011, at 9:00 a.m. The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin---------------YES 
      Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------ABSENT 
   Supervisor Bill Russell------------------YES 
   Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------YES 

 Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------YES 
 

 
THIS the 7th day of March, 2011, these minutes have been read and approved by the DeSoto County 
Board of Supervisors.     
   

            
            
            
     _________________________________ 

Allen Latimer, President 
       DeSoto County Board of Supervisors 


