DESOTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Bill russell, PRESIDENT 2007 PRESIDING

November 19, 2007 
A.  CALL TO ORDER
The November 19, 2007, meeting of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Supervisor Bill Russell, Board President.

Deputy Carl Hurt of the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department was present and did open the
DeSoto County Board of Supervisors meeting in a regular session to hear any and all business to come before the Board.  The following were present:

    


Supervisor Jessie Medlin------------------District 1




Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-------------District 2




Supervisor Bill Russell--------------------District 3





Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------District 4





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------District 5 




W. E. Sluggo Davis------------------------Chancery Clerk




Michael Garriga----------------------------County Administrator




Tony Nowak--------------------------------Board Attorney




Deputy Carl Hurt---------------------------Sheriff’s Department

B.  INVOCATION

Supervisor Eugene Thach presented the invocation.

C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

D.  Legislative Requests 2008
Representative John Mayo, Representative Wanda Jennings, Representative Forrest Hamilton, Representative Ted Mayhall, Senator Merle Flowers and Senator Doug Davis attended the Board of Supervisors meeting to hear legislative requests for the 2008 session.  Supervisor Bill Russell congratulated the legislators on their election.  He thanked the delegation for their previous support and continued support.  Supervisor Russell acknowledged that Desoto County is the 29th fastest growing county in the United States.  DeSoto County is the third highest populated county in the state of Mississippi, we have excellent parks and library system and we have the fastest growing school district in the State of Mississippi.  Supervisor Russell brought to the delegation’s attention page 15 of the legislative book which shows the tremendous growth and contributions from Desoto County to the State of Mississippi.  He noted that sales taxes have increased from $7.2 million in 1980 to $146.5 million in 2006.  Assessed valuations have increased from $583.7 million in 1998 to $1,437.7 billion in 2007.  Population has grown from 53,930 in 1980 to 144,706 in 2006.  
Affordable Rental Housing – True Value Determination – Page 17
Supervisor Allen Latimer directed the delegation to page 17 of the legislative book which addresses affordable rental housing.  Supervisor Latimer said we appreciate the delegation’s support.  He said that Senate Bill 3100 has cost cities and counties throughout the State of Mississippi.  He said the assessment strategy is unfair and costs the counties and cities a great deal of revenue.  He requested the legislators help to redefine the assessment directions for affordable rental housing and to use potential income approach using allowable expenses according to IAAO procedures and to add back the value of the subsidies.
Representative John Mayo said this bill has been pre-filed in the house and everyone’s name is on the bill.

Representative Ted Mayhall said that the Board wants the legislators to change the strategy but he asked about the 10% cap.  Vanessa Lynchard said we do not want the cap to apply to changes in Senate Bill 3100.
Beaver Control – Page 24

Supervisor Bill Russell said Desoto County is overrun with beavers.  We used to be part of the Beaver Control program.  Under that program landowners could pay a small amount to have beavers eradicated.  He said since DeSoto County was removed from the BCAP program a landowner’s only alternative is to pay the Department of Fish and Wildlife $25 per hour and 44 cents per mile for Wildlife Services to help control beavers.  He said Desoto County needs to be back in the BCAP program and we are willing to pay more money if necessary to be in the program.
Supervisor Russell said a survey was sent out last year to find out who wants to participate but we have not heard a report back from the survey.

Representative Ted Mayhall asked if every county has a wildlife officer.  Supervisor Russell said no, he is not aware that there is an officer in every county.

Representative Wanda Jennings said she would suggest during Desoto County day in Jackson for the Board to speak to the Commissioner of Agriculture and committee chairmen to explain the situation with beavers in DeSoto County.  She said that the Commissioner of Agriculture put the most rural counties in the beaver program.  She asked that the delegation speak to the chairman of Agriculture and Wildlife about the county’s needs in regard to beavers.
Representative Forrest Hamilton said there was $60,000 in the entire state for the beaver program.  Supervisor Russell said the county would be willing to pay more, within reason, to be part of the beaver program.

Circuit Court Judge – Page 25
County Administrator Michael Garriga said he has had many conversations about the situation with the 17th Circuit District.  He said we are not asking for the legislature to bear the entire burden of managing the circuit work load in Desoto County.  He said the Board of Supervisors funded an Assistant District Attorney that is usually funded by the state.  The county also funded an additional Public Defender for Circuit.  Mr. Garriga said the county is doing everything possible to eliminate the caseload backlog in Circuit Court but you need a judge to hear the cases.  He said a sub-district was created in Desoto County.  He said the DeSoto County judge hears 69% of the caseload in the Circuit Court district.  Right now we understand a bill was created to establish a new judge in the area to be elected in 2014.  He said the county would like to ask the date of that election be moved up as early as possible and amend the statute to have two judges elected from Sub-district 1 and two judges elected from 
Sub-district 2.  

Create a 2nd Position for a County Court Judge in Desoto County – Page 27

County Administrator Michael Garriga said we are asking for a second position for County Court Judge.  He said there are other counties in the state with a second County Court.  He reminded the legislators that funding for this position comes from the county and will not impact the state budget.  He said the office will be funded through the Board of Supervisors.  Supervisor Bill Russell said another very important issue is overcrowding in the jails.  He said we have heard estimates of $30 to $50 million to build another jail and the county cannot afford that.  He said the county would like to manage the jail overcrowding by helping the court system as much as possible to hear the cases as soon as possible.

Representative Wanda Jennings asked if the other judges in the district come here and our judge goes there.  Board Attorney Tony Nowak said that has happened in the case of conflicts.

Emergency Medical Services – Allow Paramedics to Draw Blood – Page 29

Deputy Director of EMA Tim Curtis said that under the Implied Consent Statute, any qualified person may draw blood for law enforcement purposes.  However, the Mississippi law that governs paramedics through the Health Department does not allow paramedics to draw blood except for health reasons.  He said it is not an issue in central Mississippi where patients are going to Mississippi facilities, but on border counties this is a big issue because we have no authority when we cross state lines to go to medical facilities.  He said there are DUI offenders who do not get prosecuted because blood is not drawn in accordance with state law.
Supervisor Bill Russell said there was an accident on Goodman Road two years ago where the individual was drinking and ran head on into another vehicle.  The mother died and the child was severely injured.  The other driver was taken to a hospital in Tennessee because he was injured.  Because the courts could not get the legal paperwork necessary that required the Tennessee facility to draw blood in the appropriate amount of time, the individual was only given a ticket for failure to maintain control of a vehicle.

Representative John Mayo said the Health Department makes the case that the primary function is on the patient and not law enforcement.  He suggested that the county needs to team up with other border counties to face this issue and contact the health department facilities.  He said he would be glad to work on this issue at the state level, but speculated that true success will depend on other counties making known the need for this change.

EMS Certification Program – Page 31

Deputy Director of EMA Tim Curtis said a couple of years ago the Health Department changed the program for EMT Certification to a two year program and that is the same time it takes to become a nurse where the pay is greater and the conditions are better.  He said the county would like the Health Department to put the paramedic training program back to one year.  He said all jurisdictions are having trouble finding paramedics who are certified.

Health Services – Certificate of Need Process – Page 33

County Administrator Michael Garriga said it is this Board’s desire to have a second hospital in the county.  Baptist Memorial Hospital is the only hospital in the county at this time and it is a Level 4 facility.  Many individuals have a need for a higher level of care than a Level 4.  He said we need a Level 2 or Level 3 hospital in Desoto County if a Level 1 hospital is not feasible.  He said if Baptist Memorial Hospital has no interest in providing a higher level of care, we need a hospital that will.  He said we have had several life and death situations that turned out badly because Baptist Memorial Hospital would not allow the county to stabilize the patient and carrying the patient to Memphis hospitals proved to be detrimental to the patient.  

Mr. Garriga said the certificate of need process puts us with the Delta Region and there does not look like there is a need for beds, but there is a need.
Supervisor Jessie Medlin said that Emergency Services Director Bobby Storey has told the Board on many occasions about Baptist not taking our patients.  He said, that being the case, it is hard to say we do not need another hospital.

Representative Forrest Hamilton said that happened this weekend to Representative Larry Baker when he broke his thumb.  After a long delay at Baptist Hospital, he had to take care of the issue at another facility.

Homestead Reimbursement Loss – Page 34

Chancery Clerk Sluggo Davis explained that the six percent cap on homestead reimbursement has had a negative impact on Desoto County for many years.  He said the coast counties and the east side of the state are probably having an issue with this now and it will impact them more in the future.  He said this six percent can affect a lot of counties that are growing.  He said homestead reimbursement should be funded and he thanks the legislators for recent funding that has greatly improved counties who got less than one hundred percent reimbursement.
Representative Wanda Jennings said, if the county will make sure to contact all forty counties in the go-zone, this issue will have a better chance of passing.

Infrastructure Continued Funding for MDOT – Page 40

Supervisor Eugene Thach said we need to continue funding MDOT.  He said we are using MDOT funding to move the I-269 project forward in Desoto County and continued funding for MDOT is very important to all counties including DeSoto.
Infrastructure Highway 51 – Page 41

Road Manager Russell Dorris said that Highway 51 from Commerce Street in Hernando to Church Road in Southaven extends through two municipal boundaries.  That section of road was built in the 1940s probably.  It lacks safety measures and carries a tremendous amount of traffic each day.  Mr. Dorris said there are many busy intersections on this section of roadway.  He said that ditches are in bad shape and anything the legislators can do to prioritize improvements on that section of roadway would be a great help to Desoto County.

Infrastructure Highway 301 – Page 43
Supervisor Allen Latimer thanked the legislators for their support with I-69.  He said part of that trade-off was that the county would take over Highway 304.  The county is maintaining that section of road now.  Supervisor Latimer said that we are still required to maintain Highway 301 from Highway 304 to Pratt Road.  He said it will help us for the state to assume maintenance of that section of road.

Road Manager Russell Dorris said that section of roadway has been designated as a scenic 304 route and that is even more reason for the state to take over that section of roadway for maintenance.

Representative Ted Mayhall asked why it isn’t a state highway all the way down.  Senator Doug Davis said that MDOT has agreed to take over the road if the legislature approves doing so.

Infrastructure Highway 302 Extension – Page 45
Supervisor Bill Russell said we are asking to change the description that Highway 302 maintenance ends at Old Highway 61 at the railroad tracks.  Supervisor Russell said this is a section line road that cannot be considered for improvements that will open up the road across the delta.
Senator Doug Davis said MDOT has agreed to take over this section of road.

Infrastructure Highway 305 – Highway 78 to 302 – Page 47

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said we appreciate that the state took over Germantown Road.  He said the FedEx project came in and the state agreed to widen a section of 305 for that project.  He explained that Highway 305 changes from five lanes to three lanes to four and five lanes from Church Road to the state line.  Supervisor Medlin said we are appreciative of the improvements the state is making to this roadway.  Supervisor Medlin said we understand that Church Road to Byhalia Road has been moved out to 2015 for improvements.  We would like to expedite improvements to Highway 305 from Church Road to Byhalia Road.
Supervisor Bill Russell said, in his opinion, Highway 305 is the most important road that we need the state to address in DeSoto County.  He said subdivision applications are probably five times as great on the east side of the county.

Supervisor Medlin said that both the county and the City of Olive Branch are working to fix the problem and investing money to fix the problem with projects such as the extension of Craft Road.  

Inmate Medical Costs – 1. Require Mississippi Medicaid to Process Claims According to Current Medical Guidelines - Page 51 
Vanessa Lynchard said that we have been looking at ways to better manager inmate medical costs.  She said that CMS manages Medicaid in this part of the county.  Ms. Lynchard said that under current law, individuals who are charged with a crime lose their Medicare and Medicaid benefits and the county pays full price.  She said that in-patient claims are paid by Medicaid if the prisoner was on Medicaid before they were charged with a crime.  She said that claims are submitted by physicians and facilities using an automated process and there is no distinction for processing medical claims for in-patient medical costs for prisoners.  Ms. Lynchard said the office of Medicaid in Mississippi needs to change their automated Medicaid process or create a new process according to the current Medicaid guidelines.

Inmate Medical Costs – 2. Require the State to Reimburse Actual Costs of 

Medical Services  – Page 57

Vanessa Lynchard said that currently the state is not reimbursing the counties for the actual cost of medical services for state inmates.  The state reimburses the counties at the Medicaid rate even in cases when the counties were charged actual costs for medical services.  
Ms. Lynchard said the request is for the state to either reimburse actual costs of medical services for state inmates or negotiate rates for state inmates with local providers.  If the provider will not charge the Medicaid rate, the state would be required to reimburse the county at the actual rate charged.  The local Sheriff’s Department could be given authority to act in the state’s behalf so providers would be required to charge the Medicaid rate.  This would require the medical bills for state prisoners to be handled at the state level, or give authority for managing prisoner medical services for state prisoners to the County Health Department.

Representative Wanda Jennings asked what controls are in place for managing prisoner medical costs at the state level.  Ms. Lynchard said federal guidelines for Medicare and Medicaid stop when the person goes to jail.  Ms. Jennings said the State of Mississippi owes $11 million to the Med.  

Supervisor Bill Russell said we do not have the clout to negotiate rates.
Representative John Mayo asked if going for $20 to $30 per day would help.  County Administrator Michael Garriga said yes.

Inmate Medical Costs – 3 Require the State of Mississippi to Retain Responsibility for Inmates on Medicaid (continued)  – Page 58

Vanessa Lynchard said taxpayers bear the burden of inmate medical costs.  When a Medicare or Medicaid recipient is charged with a crime, they lose their benefits and the responsibility for their medical care shifts from the taxpayer’s state or federal taxes to the taxpayer’s county taxes.  Because Medicare and Medicaid have such a large network of patients, both are able to negotiate large discounts off the medical provider’s standard billing rate.  It is not as huge an impact on the state as it is on the county.  The taxpayer is paying either way but they are paying a higher rate than if their tax dollars paid the claim through the Medicaid system.  We request the State of Mississippi to retain responsibility for inmates in county or municipal jails that are on Medicaid which will lower inmate medical costs to taxpayers.
Legislative Delegation – Request for Both Chambers to Submit Bills – Page 64

Supervisor Bill Russell said Desoto County asks that bills be entered in both Chambers for issues from Desoto County.  He said he understands that in the legislative process it is common for a bill to be killed before it is passed on either side and having two chances for success would be a benefit to the county.

Representative Wanda Jennings said the House turns in each bill the county gives.  She said that in the House, Democrats are in control and when you are not in control those bills may get killed.  

Representative Ted Mayhall said he has put in bills and had authorship changed on the bills.

Representative Forrest Hamilton said people perceive Desoto County as “rich’ and that keeps some legislation from passing.

County Administrator Michael Garriga said we are growing, but a lot of it is new growth.  That is adding money to the state coffer from Desoto County.

Representative Ted Mayhall said we are carrying a lot of the load in the state.

Road Manager Russell Dorris said Desoto County has five lane roads which are unusual for county roads.

Medical Cost for Lunacy Patients – Page 65

Vanessa Lynchard said that mentally ill patients that are kept in the county jail while they await transfer to a state facility create a tremendous liability for county governments.  She said, more importantly, a mentally ill patient does not receive adequate care in a jail because the staff is not trained to handle needs of mentally ill patients.
Supervisor Jessie Medlin said the last time he was at the jail the Sheriff had 15 or 20 patients in the jail for lunacy.  He said most of them just need to be back on their meds. 

Supervisor Bill Russell said this is a moral issue and it is not right.  He said keeping lunacy patients in a jail facility is something that was done in the Dark Ages.  He said we have a moral obligation to fix this.  Supervisor Tommy Lewis said that we often keep stray animals in more fitting quarters than we keep lunacy patients who actually need hospitalization instead of holding them in jail.

MOST – Mississippi Optional Sales Tax – Page 66

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said the legislators are familiar with the MOST initiatives and the county would appreciate a vote in favor an optional sales tax if the opportunity comes available.

Burial of Paupers – Page 67

Supervisor Eugene Thach said we need to modify Section 43-31-29 to allow all counties to establish a policy to bury or assist in the burial of a person who is determined to be a pauper based on available records of public assistance and other available evidence and specifically note that the decedents do not have to declare themselves a pauper before their death.  

Raise Limit for Architect/Engineer - Page 71

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said we ask that the legislature increase the limit for architects and engineers in Section 73-13-45 to $100,000 construction contracts of any public work and $200,000 for the construction of public buildings.

Sheriff’s Department Request for Radar Authority – Page 74

Supervisor Allen Latimer said Desoto County needs radar to slow people down.  He said, if the Sheriff’s Department had authority to use radar, it would eliminate some accidents.
Representative Ted Mayhall asked, if radar equipment was used by the county Sheriff’s Department on county roads, state highways and federal highways by agreement with the Highway Department, how would that be accomplished?  

Supervisor Bill Russell said he thinks that, with the shortage of employees at the state level, they would welcome help from the counties to control traffic.  Supervisor Russell said we need to be inventive about finding a solution to controlling traffic.  He said, according to current law, Sheriff’s deputies must follow a person two and one half miles before they can stop them for speeding.  He said the county is not interested in the money.
Representative Ted Mayhall said he put in a bill to make driver education mandatory in the schools.  

Sheriff-elect Bill Rasco said he hasn’t got numbers for speeding in subdivisions, but it is a tremendous problem and the source of many, many calls to the Sheriff’s Department.  Sheriff-elect Rasco requested that the state give Desoto County a chance to show what we can do with this authority.

Senator Doug Davis said he introduced this as local and private last year and there was a pilot program that was also brought up.  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said the cities can run radar and it is based on population.  He asked if it would help if Sheriff-elect Rasco were to send a resolution to that effect when he takes office.  Representative Wanda Jennings said a resolution from Sheriff-elect Rasco and the Board would go a long way on this issue.

State Budget Fully Fund State Obligations – Page 75 – 78

County Administrator Michael Garriga said we are asking that the state fully fund obligations of the state that they are required to fund.  He said the caseload and backlog requires additional help.  He explained how the county has addressed issues of insufficient funding in different areas of the county including the District Attorney’s Office, Health Department, Child Support and Economic Assistance, but there is only so much the county can do.

Youth Services – Salary Scale – Page 79 – 102

County Judge Allen Couch said we are asking that you make the state do what they are obligated to do by staffing the Youth Services Office in Desoto County.  Youth Services comes under the Department of Human Services.  The two divisions under Youth Services are Family and Children’s Services and there are no problems in that office.  He said they have plenty of staff to handle their work load.  The problem is with the division of Youth Services.  They handle crimes committed by youths.  They handle children in need of supervision.  Everything goes through that office and Desoto County has the second largest caseload in the state.  He said Desoto County has two employees to handle these cases.  One started in January and one started in May.  Judge Couch said he has done everything he can do short of coming to see the legislators this morning to get these open positions staffed.  He said their response is that the county needs to handle the situation.  He said the state office is failing Youth Services miserably.  He said the cases of bad crimes committed by youths are not being prosecuted.  He said the system cannot shut down in January, but because we will be down to one employee with very little experience, it is hard to imagine what our alternative will be.  He said, one of the issues with hiring people in Desoto County is that the requirement for the job is a Bachelor’s Degree and it pays a salary of $24,000 per year.  
Representative Ted Mayhall said he will talk to the director.

Representative Wanda Jennings said it took five years to get that bill out to the floor for Drug Court.  Judge Couch said that Drug Court is working well and is not a part of this issue, but he appreciates the state’s help to create the Drug Court.  He said Drug Court is run through the Administrative Office of Court and not through the Department of Human Services.  

Judge Couch said Youth Court handles lunacies as well. He said we usually see suicidal or the worst of the worst in Youth Services in this area and taking care of their needs is difficult.
Supervisor Bill Russell thanked the legislators for coming and listening to the county’s needs.  He asked what the county can do for the legislators.  He said if the county needs to, we can send resolutions or come to Jackson at any time.  

Senator Merle Flowers thanked the Board of Supervisors for what they do for Desoto County.  He commended the county staff for their assistance when they deal with issues and need information on short notice.  He said Desoto County has a good delegation and we are as united as he remembers a delegation being.  He said most all of these requests from the county are a result of population growth.  He said the legislators need to explain to their colleagues the Desoto County situation.  He said the legislators hear the county loud and clear that they have needs.  He said the legislators have been with the county on most issues over the years and that continues this year.

Senator Flowers said he wanted to address the certificate process.  The state health plan lumps our area in with the Delta, as Mr. Garriga explained.  He said, also the state health plan does not factor in that patients in Mississippi going out of state to get health care.  It does not factor in people from other states coming here for services.  He said we can bypass the State Board of Health to get the certificate of need.  Senator Flowers said he would request the Board of Supervisors to put a formal resolution together to say we are for an additional hospital in Desoto County and that we would get a similar resolution passed by the City of Olive Branch.  He said that he and the City would appreciate the Board’s support on this important issue for our county.

Representative Wanda Jennings said the bottom line is there has been a request for more than five hundred million dollars in funding when the revenues are about one hundred fifty five million dollars.  She said if the state diverted the tobacco trust fund we would have money to fulfill those requests.

Supervisor Russell said he appreciates the legislators’ support.  He knows many of these requests take money but there are some that do not affect the state budget.

Supervisor Eugene Thach asked if this is the right time to have the legislators come before the Board of Supervisors.  Representative Jennings said that it may be better for the legislators to come earlier on non election years.
E.  CONSENT AGENDA
 

The Board of Supervisors considered approval of the Consent Agenda as presented.  Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:
1.  Accounting - Federal Annual Certification Report – Metro Narcotics
2.  Safety Officer’s Report (1)

3.  Chancery Clerk Allowance - $1,916.66
4.  Make City of Southaven’s 911 Commission Appointment of Sgt. Chris Shelton 
Part of the Minutes
The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

See Exhibit E

F.
OLD BUSINESS

G.
 NEW BUSINESS
1.  WINJob Center – Job Fair Update




Bobby Oliver and Jackie Jaynes
of the WinJob Center appeared before the Board of Supervisors to update the Board on the recent job fair.  Ms. Oliver said the Board of Supervisors was very generous to help with the job fair and she wanted to give the Board a report on the event.  She said the committee met last Friday to discuss the job fair and set a date for next year’s job fair.  She said next year it will be held on October 21, 2008.  She said Joe Buckner with the Governor’s office suggested we not move the date because it tends to affect the success of a job fair.


Ms. Oliver said we had 95 employers to register for the event and according to Mr. Buckner it was unusual to have that many vendors set up.  She said 90 of the 95 employers actually attended the event and 84 vendors returned the survey about the event.  She said 285 job offers were made on the spot and there is a potential for many more jobs in the near future.
Supervisor Bill Russell said we appreciate what the WinJob Center does for Desoto County.  He said this was a great event.  He asked if the hours were long enough.  Ms. Oliver said the committee discussed that and Mr. Buckner suggested that from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. as the best time to hold the event.  She said the event was not only for the unemployed but also for the under employed and those wanting to change employment in DeSoto County.  She said there has been a great deal of activity at the WinJob Center from employers as a result of this event.
2.  Inventory Dispositions
Inventory Clerk Amy Henley
 presented inventory dispositions to the Board of Supervisors for their approval.  
County Administrator Michael Garriga said there is a missing computer in Youth Services.
  Mr. Garriga said he may bill Youth Services for the computer since a state employee lost the computer.  Mr. Garriga said he has made sure that YCAP does not use county equipment in the future.

Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to approve the inventory to approve the dispositions as follows:



a. Preliminary – Administration
Asset #


Serial #




Description





Reason for Disp







Location at Preliminary

12134


n/a







NITSUKO Phone


Replaced with new system


Atom Tech

















System


b. Final



 (1.) Metro Narcotics 
Asset #


Serial #






Description






Reason for Disp







Location of Final
30581


AC693109




Sentry Safe






Combination lock stolen




AWS
32388


US35F110D9



Hewlett Packard 



Broken













5R



















Deskjet 500 Printer

31391


BQBO2121403


Gateway laptop




Broken













5R

31481


7S-ZVL34




IBM Thinkpad Laptop
Brokern













5R

32230


944A5020060133
Drill Shelf







Broken













AWS

10081


681-A10946



Regency High Band

Broken













5R



















Radio

6229



SG58U1T026



HP Deskjet Color Printer

Broken














5R

31662


11085597181



Lexmark.-12 Color Printer

Broken














5R




 (2.) Juvenile Court/Youth Services 
Asset #


Serial #






Description






Reason for Disp







Location of Final

33409


D77FP31





LOST/Affidavit 



Unknown











See Attachments


















attached
 (3.) Sheriff’s Department (2)


Asset #


Serial #







Description






Reason for Disp







Location of Final

36828



206669VGP





Tape Recorder




Broken












AWS

36407



467646VHP





Tape Recorder




Broken












AWS

36319



XADC
C09773



Printer









Broken












AWS
36922



E199GGVM




Cell Phone






Broken












5R
36822



206665VGP





Tape Recorder




Lost














5R
32030



A5PY984939




Printer









Broken












AWS
31159



MY08R18106



Printer









Broken












5R
3307




SG8641G0F0




Printer









Broken












5R
34105



78CFA81






Laptop









Broken












5R
33175



CN288594





Server









Broken












5R

34233



M08629813





TV











Broken












5R

36289



XAD029010




Printer









Lost














5R

36449



RVMY924316W


Cell Phone






Broken












5R
3207




157065







Calculator







Broken












5R
30219



7D15488






Calculator







Broken












5R
30421



EKBB5000906



Camera








Broken












5R
31002



SG09612012




HP Printer







Broken












5R

32055



EKBB070260
9



Camera








Broken












5R


32109



N/A









Body Armor





Obsolete/Broken







AWS
33071



K4203630






Camera








Broken












5R
33136



015232GJP





Tape Recorder




Broken












AWS
34108



N/A









Calculator







Broken












5R
34669



352735014524



Cell Phone






Broken












5R
34996



E47GGU5D7F



Cell Phone






Broken












5R
35029



RV8P422877




Cell Phone






Broken












5R

33925



17833616






Camera








Lost














5R
33057



KCKY20905349


Camera








Lost














5R
30434



38060000093




Camera








Lost














5R
The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     See Exhibit G.2


3.  Accounting


 a. Supplemental Claims Docket
County Administrator Michael Garriga said he sent the Board information on trying to get an electronic version of the docket.  Supervisor Bill Russell said the idea would be for the Board to look at the claims docket on email.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked, on page 4, is the county paying for Matt Hanks to go through Leadership 2008.  Mr. Garriga said yes.  Supervisor Medlin asked why the county  would pay someone who we give so much money to each year.  Mr. Garriga said that we also pay when we go to a DeSoto Council luncheon.
Supervisor Eugene Thach asked about page 15 why different election officials get different amounts of pay.  Stephanie Hanks explained that there is a different amount of pay for those who stay at the precinct and those who transport.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked about the payment to Interstate Bail Bonds.  Comptroller Tom Arnold explained that this is reimbursement of a bond where the individual was brought in later.
In accordance with Section 19-13-31 and Section 19-11-23 of the Mississippi Code annotated, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to authorize the Chancery Clerk to pay the bills as presented by the Comptroller.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     


 b. Sheriff’s Department – Approval to Pay Late Bill
Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to authorize payment of a late bill to the America Lung Association of Mississippi for tuberculosis update and skin test registration for two individuals in the Sheriff’s Department.      See Exhibit G.3.b


4.  Grants Administrator – Accept Homeland Security Grant FY 07 
 

          And Designate Grant Administrator
Director of EMA Tim Curtis said that for 2007 we are eligible for grant funding in the amount of $34,875 and the grant requires that we appoint a grant administrator.  In the past it has been Bobby Storey.  He said, in addition, we need to get approval for the Board to accept the grant and authorization for the Board President to sign the grant paperwork.  Mr. Curtis said last year we got more money but 100% of the grant is paid with no match.  

At the recommendation of the Director of EMA, Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to appoint Bobby Storey as grant administrator for the Homeland Security Grant for FY 07 and to authorize the Board President to sign for acceptance of the grant.     See Exhibit G.4


5.  Bids Under Advisement
          a.  Lewisburg Fire Department
Purchasing Director Jeannine Ruby presented bids for the Lewisburg Fire Department as follows:

Bidder Name

















Base Bid
C & M Builders Inc.













$420,000.00

P.O. Box 490

Southaven, MS 38671

662-342-7182

Fax  662-342-5332

Hasco Inc.



















$436,300.00

3762 Getwell Rd.   Memphis, TN  38118

901-794-4400   
Fax   901-794-1190

Barnes and Brower, Inc.











$503,927.00

3778 Burdan Cv.

Memphis, TN  38118

901-794-3481

Fax  901-794-3482

Greg Pitcher Constructiion Co.







1836 Vanderhorn Dr. #1  Memphis, TN 38134

901-388-9775

Fax  901-377-3144

Omega General Contractors Inc.






$553,000.00

1778 September St. Memphis, TN  38116

91-345-6600


Fax  901-345-1972

T.D.L. General Contractors Inc.






$513,900.00

3857 Cobblestone Blvd., Suite 201

Southaven, MS  38671

662-893-3000

Fax  662-893-3003

Cliff Mehier and Assoc.











$425,636.00
3755 Hillsdale, Olive Branch, MS  38654

662-893-9700

Fax  662-893-9701

Wagner General Contractors, Inc.

3590 Forrest Ave. Memphis, TN  38122

901-386-0060  

Fax  901-383-2736

Recommendation: C & M Builders, Inc.
County Administrator Michael said this is a county building and the expenditure has been budgeted for some time.  

Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to accept the low bid from C & M Builders in the amount of $420,000 for construction of an addition to the Lewisburg Fire Department. The motion passed by a unanimous vote.      See Exhibit G.5.a

b.  Lawn Service – Reject and Re-bid
Director of Purchasing Jeannine Ruby presented bids for lawn service as follows:
Bidder











Bid Price

Affinity











$43,975.00
Recommednation:  Reject per Kenny Evans

Ms. Ruby said we only got one bidder for this bid and it was from the same company who does the service now.  Ms. Ruby explained that this bid excluded fertilizing and irrigation which was part of the previous bid and the bid was more than the current contract without those services.  Ms. Ruby said that the last bid was 4 years ago.

Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to reject and re-bid and to authorize the County Administrator or his designee to open bids for lawn care service.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     

See Exhibit G.5.b

     6.  County Administrator

 a. Tax Assessor/Collector Interlocal Agreements
County Administrator Michael Garriga said the interlocal agreement between the cities and the Tax Assessor and Collector allow the cities to pay the Collector and Assessor for their services.  He said it would allow them to pay their money into the county General Fund and the cities will pay the retirement and social security matching amounts.  He said the county will only have to come up with $1,900 each to make up for the match on the county’s portion.  He said this request is allowed by statute.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked if this still has the cities capped at $100,000.  Mr. Garriga said no because the way the language was written, it did not cover personal property.  He said, because car tags have increased, the $100,000 cap is not in this agreement.  Board 

Attorney Tony Nowak said this agreement needs to be cleared up, in his opinion.

Supervisor Bill Russell asked why the cities are still bound by the old agreement since their Boards have changed since the approval.  Mr. Garriga said Parker Pickle and Joey Treadway said they will work with the cities on approval of the agreement.  

Mr. Nowak said this agreement has a cap.  It describes a fee for $100,000, but it does not say that $8,000 comes out of the $100,000.  He said there are other issues that should be worked out where the proposed contract does not clearly address some of the issues.  He said, as written, the cap is in for the whole thing.

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said the Walls agreement is different.  Mr. Nowak said that is another issue.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said the last agreement was fifty cents per parcel and it looked like the fee came off of the $100,000.

Supervisor Bill Russell said, if they are capping it at $100,000 and they are getting more money, then that is not fair.  He said it may be fairer to cap the agreement at $100,000.
Mr. Garriga asked if we should wait for the next Board in January to approve this agreement.  Mr. Nowak said the language could be modified now to address that issue and the interlocal would be effective as to the incoming board unless they express it later.  

At the recommendation of the Board Attorney, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to authorize the Smith Phillips Mitchell Scott and Nowak Law Firm to review and modify the interlocal agreement between the Tax Collector and Assessor and the cities and the county, to clarify the language in the document and come back to the Board with recommendations.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     See Exhibit G.6.a

 b. Hernando Health Department and DHS Building
County Administrator Michael Garriga said that Marvin Johnson has submitted information for him to review.  He said, because there are different functions in the DHS offices, Mr. Johnson said it makes sense to construct two buildings instead of one building.  He said building estimates have come in higher than expected.  He said there is money we have not spent in other projects that could be allocated to this project.  
Mr. Garriga said we drew money down from the State Development Bank as directed by the Board of Supervisors.  He said we have five million dollars coming in to go toward the old projects.  There will be money left over.  He said we will probably need three to four hundred thousand dollars to make this work. He said we will probably need four to five hundred thousand dollars for both projects.  Mr. Garriga said that Demery Grubbs is coming tomorrow to talk about capital issues.  He said we will talk about these buildings and whether you want to do a capital improvement plan for the coming term.  He said reappraisal will kick in August, 2008. Property taxes will change.  He said there is a lot to consider about these projects.  He said the Board may want to discuss issuing a bond during the next term.  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said he thought Economic Assistance is okay in the space they are occupying.  Mr. Garriga said he thinks they want a new building.

Supervisor Bill Russell said we may need to use the building which is currently occupied by Economic Assistance to house trusties.  He said he would like to do a capital improvements plan.
Mr. Garriga said these are projects from the original capital improvements lists that the Board worked from during the current term.

Supervisor Russell said he would like to move on this project as soon as possible for the DHS Health Department building.

Supervisor Allen Latimer said he thought we were committed to starting these projects as soon as possible.

Supervisor Medlin said Marvin Johnson clarified it would be better to build two buildings.

Mr. Garriga said, because they are on the same property, it would not be any more costly to do certain parts of the project such as dirt work.

Supervisor Eugene Thach said he thought it would cost more to build two buildings than one.

Mr. Garriga said he must rely on Marvin Johnson’s explanation and expertise that it would not be any more costly.

At the recommendation of the County Administrator, Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to authorize Marvin Johnson to proceed with the building projects with the DHS and Health Department buildings in Hernando for the construction of two buildings.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 







Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------NO







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------NO




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------YES





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------YES

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said he thought this construction project was for one building.


 c. County Arson Investigator Designation
At the recommendation of the County Administrator, Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to approve Chief Bobby Storey to be designated as County Arson Investigator and to authorize the Board President to sign paperwork designating Mr. Storey in this capacity.     See Exhibit G.6.c

7.  Planning Commission Vehicles




























 a. Take Home
County Administrator Michael Garriga said the Board approved the Planning Commission budget to buy new vehicles and sell the old ones.  The Board has discussed putting the Planning Commission vehicles on the program to rotate yearly.  He said, this year, we will probably not make money on the Tax Assessor vehicles because the body style changed on the 2008 models.  

Road Manager Russell Dorris said, the first group of Tax Assessor vehicles we sold, averaged a profit of $1,400 per vehicle on six vehicles.  He said the last group we sold on the web.  The last one we sold this year for the Tax Assessor cost us $200 in operating expense to drive the vehicles for one year.  Mr. Russell said the School Board has expressed an interest in the remaining vehicles and have offered $18,500 for them.  

Mr. Garriga said the School Board came to look at the vehicles on Friday but he has not heard their decision.

Mr. Dorris said we are caught in this body style change this year.

Chancery Clerk Sluggo Davis asked if this program is actually making money for the county.  Supervisor Bill Russell asked the County Administrator to do a report on all of the vehicles and equipment that have been sold under this program to show the results of participating in the yearly trade-in system.  
Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked why we need to buy long trucks when small trucks would use less gas.  Mr. Dorris said the long trucks have a better resale value.

Mr. Garriga said, if we are going to put the Planning Commission trucks on the same program, he recommends the Board consider whether building inspectors should take vehicles home each day. 

Supervisor Bill Russell asked if any of the building inspectors live out of the county.  Mr. Garriga said no.

Supervisor Russell asked if they have to be here every morning.  Mr. Garriga said yes.

The Board made a finding that the individuals might be called out at night and at the time the Board made that finding that allowed the inspectors to drive the vehicles home.  Mr. Garriga said he brought this issue back to the Board because it will add mileage to the vehicles for the inspectors to take the vehicles home each day and will reduce the resale value.  

Board Attorney Tony Nowak said the previous Board found that taking vehicles home was necessary for the building inspectors to do their job.  That was because they could do the inspections and go home rather than being encouraged to wait until the next day to do an inspection if an inspection came up late in the day.  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said he does not see any difference in taking a new truck home than taking an old truck home.  Supervisor Medlin said that Archie Baldwin told him that he does some inspections on the weekends and some in the evenings to accommodate the public.  Mr. Nowak said this issue must be decided on a finding of fact.  He said, if some inspections are required after 5:00, it may be determined they could take the vehicles home.  

Mr. Garriga said he was asked if the county would pay more to the building inspectors if they were forced to drive their vehicles to work to compensate them for gasoline and other expense.  
Supervisor Tommy Lewis said, if it was feasible to have the inspectors carry laptops, they could have files transmitted to them and it might make sense for them to carry their vehicles home.  

Supervisor Eugene Thach asked how often the inspectors work at night and on weekends.  

Supervisor Bill Russell asked if the Board can make a finding to authorize them to take vehicles home on occasion. 

Supervisor Eugene Thach asked how many Road Department employees take vehicles home.  Mr. Dorris said he takes his vehicle home as well as Andy Swims, County Engineer, Jim Ivy, Subdivision Inspector, and the Superintendents for a total of eight vehicles that are taken home.  Mr. Dorris said they have discussed whether Mr. Swims and Mr. Ivy qualify to take their vehicles home.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked if Jim McDougal has made a decision on whether to recommend the building inspectors take their vehicles home.  Mr. Garriga said that Mr. McDougal said after-hours inspections are minimal.

Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion to adopt a county policy that vehicles not be taken home unless one’s job required that person to be called out and that approval to take the vehicles home be approved by their director/manager/supervisor.  The motion failed for a lack of second.

Board Attorney Tony Nowak suggested the Board may want to wait for a resolution and adopt a policy by resolution of the Board.  Supervisor Russell asked Mr. Nowak to draw up the resolution and bring it back to the Board of Supervisors for approval.

 b. Approval to Bid
The Board of Supervisors decided to hold this item over until a decision is made on taking the vehicles home.

    8.  Appoint Bobby Storey as NIMS Chairperson
At the recommendation of Emergency Services, Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to appoint Bobby Storey as the NIMS Chairperson for Desoto County.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 






Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------ABSENT





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------ABSENT

See Exhibit G.8
    9.  District 5 Park Funds – Donation to Hernando Youth Sports
Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to authorize allocating $15,000 from the District 5 Park Fund to the Hernando Youth Sports Association.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 







Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------ABSENT





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------YES

See Exhibit G.9
  10.  Board Attorney



































    a. DeSoto Road - Approval of Invoice for Appraisal Services
At the recommendation of the Board Attorney, Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to approve the clerk to write the check for appraisals on DeSoto Road to Taylor Appraisal Service in the amount of $800.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

 

b. Approval of Agreements



  (1.) NWCC

At the recommendation of the Board Attorney, Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve a contract with Northwest Community College to provide services for EMS paramedic students to ride along county ambulances in order to receive training in their paramedic courses with a contract term being for two years.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.      

See Exhibit G.10.b.(1.)




  (2.) DeSoto Sunrise Home 
Board Attorney Tony Nowak said this year the funding for DeSoto Sunrise Home changed from $168,000 $170,000.  Mr. Nowak said he has prepared an addendum to change the funding amount that will allow incremental increases as approved by the Board of Supervisors.  Supervisor Latimer asked if we can invite a representative from the DeSoto Sunrise Home to the Board of Supervisors meeting in the future.  Mr. Garriga said he would be happy to do that.

Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve a recommended addendum to the agreement with DeSoto Sunrise Home as further described in Exhibit G.10.B.(2.).  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.


(3.) Desoto County Circuit Court Clerk
(4.) Chancery Records Preservation Contract

Board Attorney Tony Nowak said he changed the agreement to renew every year unless terminated in advance by either party and be allowed compensation to change by agreement of both parties.

At the recommendation of the Board Attorney, Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to approve the contracts for Records Preservation for the Desoto County Chancery Clerk in the amount of $7,540 per year and the Desoto County Circuit Clerk in the amount of $7,525 per year as further detailed in Exhibit G.10.b.(3.)(4.). The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

See Exhibit G.10.b.(3.)(4.)
  11.  Chancery Clerk Allowance

On this date the County Administrator, Michael Garriga, presented on behalf of the Chancery Court Clerk, W. E. Davis, an order of Allowances to the Board of Supervisors for the November, 2007 term in the amount of $1,400.00.  Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve the payment of $1,400.00, pursuant to Section 25-7-9 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     
See Exhibit G.11
  12.  Make State Tax Commission’s Response for Tax Rolls Part of the Minutes
County Administrator Michael Garriga notified the Board of Supervisors that the Tax Rolls were not approved by the State Tax Commission because the reassessment was not done in a timeframe specified by the State Tax Commission.  Mr. Garriga said the Tax Assessor has already made plans to address the issue and send in paperwork to the State Tax Commission 
that the county will reassess properties in 2008.  Mr. Garriga said the only action on behalf of the State Tax Commission is to hold the counties approval to spend the one mill levy for one year or until the reassessment has been completed.
At the recommendation of the County Administrator, Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to make the State Tax Commission’s response to the order of commission as to assessment rolls for 2007, as required by Section 27-35-115 of the Mississippi Code a part of the minutes.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.       See Exhibit G.12
  13.  Make Days Water Association Bond Part of the Minutes and Board President to Sign
Vanessa Lynchard explained to the Board of Supervisors that Days Water has submitted a bond to the county to protect from damaging county roads as has been their practice for many, many years.
Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to accept the bond and authorize the Board President to sign the bond documents.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     
  14.  Safety Officer’s Report (1)
County Administrator Michael Garriga presented the Safety Officer’s Report. Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve and accept the Safety Officer’s Report for the month of October, 2007, and approved to make the report part of the minutes. The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  
See Exhibit G.14

  15.  Sheriff’s Department - Approval to Accept Donation from Sportsman’s Warehouse
At the recommendation of the Sheriff’s Department, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to accept a restricted donation from Sportsman’s Warehouse in the amount of $3,000 for the purchase of a sniper rifle from Sportsman’s Warehouse and to accept the donation as a restricted donation.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     See Exhibit G.15

  16.  Roads – I-269 Meeting Report

Supervisor Eugene 
Thach said he had attended the Delta Council Meeting in Stoneville and presented the projected schedule for progress on I-269.  Supervisor Thach said he has been appointed by the Delta Council to the Highway Improvement Commission and he was very happy to serve the citizens by helping improve highways in Desoto County.   

 See Exhibit G.16

17.  Appointment – E-911 Commission
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to reappoint Greg Phillips as the Board of Supervisors Appointee to the E911 Commission.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

H.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

The executive session portion of these minutes is recorded under the portion of the minutes called 
"Executive Session".

I. 
OTHER

1.  Contracts – DCRUA Employee Contract

Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to approve the contract with DCRUA to allow a county employee to be assigned, with DCRUA reimbursing the county for expenses for the portion of the job that she performs for DCRUA.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

2.  EMS – Stan Elam
At the recommendation of the Board Attorney, Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to renew the lease agreement with Stan Elam for one year with the term expiring November 30, 2008, in the amount of $1,500 with a provision in the contract that, if early termination is needed, that Stan Elam will reimburse the county a pro rata share of the contract.  This contract is for a space on a tower to place a repeater for Emergency Services and the county’s intention is to move this repeater to another tower within the next year.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.
3.  Contracts – EMS Dr. Adcock

Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to approve a contract between Desoto County and Dr. Frank Adcock for physician services in EMS for a one year contract in the amount of $45,000 with an automatic renewal clause unless terminated by both parties.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

4.  Board of Supervisors Travel – Blue Ribbon Trip
County Administrator Michael Garriga asked who would be attending the Blue Ribbon Trip.  Chancery Clerk Sluggo Davis, Supervisor Eugene Thach and Supervisor Allen Latimer said they would attend the meeting this year.  Supervisor Jessie Medlin and Supervisor Bill Russell said they would not be attending this year.

5.  Board of Supervisors - Bonds

Chancery Clerk Sluggo Davis reminded the Board the he will be needing bonds for the new term.  The Board asked Vanessa Lynchard to check on the bonds and to make arrangements for bond renewal.

6.  Bridgetown Subdivision – Claim for Damages Against DCRUA

Mr. McCluskey of the Bridgetown Subdivision Homeowners Association appeared before the Board of Supervisors to discuss a claim for damages against DCRUA in the Bridgetown Subdivision.  Mr. McCluskey said that during construction of the Bridgetown Subdivision, surveys were taken and easements were granted for DCRUA.  Mr. McCluskey said he took pictures, and after the work that was done, he noticed they had encroached on an area outside the easement.  Mayor Davis of the City of Southaven compensated Bridgetown Subdivision $4,500 for damages to the trees.  He said they surveyed the other damage, but no work has been done to correct the problem where elevations have changed in the area due to the work.  
Mr. McCluskey said that the Bridgetown Homeowners Association received a letter a few days ago stating things that the city would and would not do regarding the damage.  Mr. McCluskey said that ninety nine percent of the work was done on Bridgetown’s property.   They want a letter that they would not do anything off the right of way.  He said the entire Bridgetown Right of Way was a minimum of twelve feet and up to twenty four feet of property.  He said, in areas where the contractor encroached on Bridgetown property, they have said that dirt will not be replaced.  
Mr. McCluskey said he had a letter from Bill Austin of the Desoto County Regional Utility Authority that said they will replace dirt in certain areas.  He said that the subdivision has not had any luck working with Pickering, who was the engineering firm on the project, or the City of Southaven to resolve the issue.  
Mr. McCluskey said north of the Bridgetown property, Barry Bridgeforth has the same problem and on the south of the Bridgetown property, Mr. Ed Williams owns that property and has the same problem

Supervisor Bill Russell said, what Mr. McCluskey is saying, makes perfect sense.  He said it sounds like Mr. McCluskey has a valid argument.  Supervisor Russell said the Board of Supervisors has no authority over DCRUA.  He said, when an issue gets complicated as this one has, he would suggest Bridgetown getting an attorney to look at the issue.

Mr. McCluskey said the letter from Mayor Davis says they will not do anything outside the right of way, but they went outside the right of way and now they will not replace the dirt outside the right of way.  Mr. McCluskey said Bridgetown Subdivision wants the property restored back to its original elevation.  
Nick Manley, Attorney for DCRUA, said they met with the Bridgetown Homeowners Association about this issue.  Mr. Manley said that DCRUA has not yet accepted the line.  He said they are in the process of working with Southaven to get the property.  Bridgetown Homeowners Association signed a release in exchange for $4,500.  Mr. Manley further explained that DCRUA did not construct the line.  The City of Southaven constructed the line.  He said the release was in effect for the damage done outside the right of way.  Mr. Manley said the City of Southaven said they fixed the problem and the Homeowners Association signed the release in exchange for $4,500 for problems outside the right of way.  Mr. Manley said DCRUA is working on this issue with the City of Southaven.  He said DCRUA is on the same page as the Bridgetown Homeowners Association with this issue and they are trying to get it resolved.
Supervisor Allen Latimer clarified that the dirt outside the right of way is a non issue due to the Homeowners Association signing the release.  He asked if the problem we are discussing is property inside the right of way. 

Mr. McCluskey said they did away with a burm on Barry Bridgeforth’s property to the north.  On the south side Ed Williams has a problem with flooding because of the work. 
The Board of Supervisors explained to Mr. McCluskey that the issue with the flooding is between Bridgetown and the City of Southaven and the Board of Supervisors has no jurisdiction over this issue.

7.  State Aid – Church Road – Highway 61 to Highway 301 – Project STP 1946 (4)B

At the recommendation of the County Consulting Engineer, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Bill Russell seconded the motion to approve final acceptance of project number STP 1946 (4)B which is Church Road from Highway 61 to Highway 301.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     See Exhibit I.7

8.  Parks – District 4

Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to accept the low bid of NMS Driveways for work to construct a sidewalk at the Eudora Park in an amount not to exceed $4,600 with proceeds coming from the District 4 Park fund.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

9.  Hospital – Joint Resolution

Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to authorize the County Administrator Michael Garriga to work with the City of Olive Branch to draft a joint resolution to request approval from the Mississippi State Legislature for a hospital in Desoto County.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 







Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------ABSENT




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------YES





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------YES

10.  Sheriff’s Department – Jail Needs
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Allen Latimer seconded the motion to appoint Supervisor Bill Russell and Supervisor Tommy Lewis to a committee to study needs at the Desoto County jail including expansion or renovation.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 







Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------ABSENT




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------YES





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------YES
Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting until December 3, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.
THIS the 19th day of November 2007, these minutes have been read and approved by the DeSoto
County Board of Supervisors.
          _________________________________

Bill Russell, President

DeSoto County Board of Supervisors


_______
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