DESOTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Bill russell, PRESIDENT 2007 PRESIDING

November 7, 2007
A.  CALL TO ORDER
The November 7, 2007, meeting of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors was called to order by Supervisor Bill Russell, Board President.

Chief Deputy Charlie Brown of the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department was present and did open the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors meeting in a regular session to hear any and all business to come before the Board.  The following were present:

    


Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------------District 1




Supervisor Eugene C. Thach-----------------District 2




Supervisor Bill Russell------------------------District 3





Supervisor Allen Latimer---------------------District 4





Supervisor Tommy Lewis--------------------District 5 




W. E. Sluggo Davis---------------------------Chancery Clerk




Michael Garriga-------------------------------County Administrator




Tony Nowak -----------------------------------Board Attorney




Chief Deputy Charlie Brown-----------------Sheriff’s Department
B.  INVOCATION

Deputy Carl Hurt presented the invocation.

C.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. PLANNING COMMISSION

The minutes for the portion of the meeting organized by the Planning Commission are presented and made a part of these minutes as Exhibit D.

See Exhibit D
E. OLD BUSINESS

1.  Coroner – Approval to Expand Cell Phone Contract

Vanessa Lynchard presented a response from the Desoto County Coroner explaining his cell phone usage.  After discussing this issue, Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve changing the Coroner’s cell phone plan to add unlimited text messaging on the following conditions:


1.)  The county receives a copy of the Coroner’s home phone bill with business calls marked before any reimbursement is made.

2.)   The Coroner turns in his county cell phone bill with the personal calls marked and reimburses the county for personal calls according to county policy.


3.)   Detailed billing will continue on this and all county cellular telephone bills.

The motion passed by a vote as follows: 







Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------NO







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------YES





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------YES


See Exhibit E.1

F. NEW BUSINESS

1. Appointment – Library Board





     


Vanessa Lynchard reminded the Board of Supervisors that Dr. Bonnie Buntin asked to not be considered for reappointment to the Regional Library Board because of her work load and other commitments.
The Board of Supervisors considered other candidates to serve as the DeSoto County appointee to the Regional Library Board.  

Supervisor Allen Latimer said he received a letter from Ms. Carolyn McCammon of Southaven expressing interest in the appointment.  He said he did not know Ms. McCammon but her qualifications were impressive.  Supervisor Latimer said he also received notice that Mr. John Echols of Southaven was interested in the appointment.  Supervisor Latimer said Mr. Echols’ credentials were also impressive which included running a collection agency for 20 years.  He then went back to school to obtain his teaching degree and he is a teacher at Southaven High School.  Mr. Echols is a book lover and has a large library of his own.  Supervisor Latimer said that Mr. Echols brings a lot of experience to the table.

The Board of Supervisors carefully considered the qualifications of each candidate.  Supervisor Allen Latimer nominated Mr. John Echols and Supervisor Bill Russell nominated Ms. Carolyn McCammon for this appointment.  

After discussing the qualifications of both individuals and acknowledging the difficulty the Board had in making the decision, Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to appoint Mr. John Echols of 8477 Southaven Circle West, Southaven, MS, to the Regional Library Board from Desoto County for a term of five years.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 







Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------YES







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------NO




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------YES





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------YES
2.  Jail Inspection
The Board does hereby find that, pursuant to Section 19-5-1 of the Mississippi Code Annotated, periodic examinations into the state and condition of the DeSoto County Jail, in regards to its safety, sufficiency and accommodation of the prisoners is required.  Pursuant to Section 19-5-1, the Board of Supervisors, or a competent person authorized by the Board of Supervisors, shall examine the jail for said compliance.  The DeSoto County Board of Supervisors has a policy of attempting to inspect the DeSoto County Jail on a monthly basis and a requirement that the DeSoto County Jail be inspected as often as is mandated by Mississippi statute, State and/or Federal law.  By direction of the DeSoto 
County Board of Supervisors, the following persons were directed pursuant to Section 19-5-1 to perform the required examination into the state and condition of the jail and to
 report back to the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors:
























Supervisor Allen Latimer  























County Administrator Michael Garriga
The DeSoto County Board of Supervisors does hereby find that the above named committee has reported back to the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors.  Both of them have examined the DeSoto County Jail regarding its state and condition in regard to its safety, sufficiency and accommodation of the prisoners, and do find the jail to be in compliance and requiring no further action at this time.  

Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve the observed condition of the jail and to state there was no overcrowding of the Jail, and do find the Jail to be in compliance and requiring no further action at this time. The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

3. Approval to Renew Contracts/Agreements/Lease Agreements

a.  EMS – Agreement with Stan Elam for Tower Space
At the recommendation of the Emergency Services Director Bobby Storey, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to approve renewing a lease agreement between DeSoto County and Stan Elam for tower space for Emergency Services for one year at a contract price $1,500 per year, acknowledging the Emergency Services comment that the space would be needed for only one more year due to the City of Olive Branch constructing a tower, and authorize the Board Attorney Tony Nowak to prepare the necessary lease agreement.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.


b.  DeSoto Sunrise/Impact Missions Home Contract

c.  Town of Walls Lease Agreement


d.  EMS – Contract with Dr. Adcock

     e.  EMS – Clinical Affiliation Agreement with NWCC

     f.  Chancery Clerk – Records Preservation


g.  Circuit Clerk – Records Preservation
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to authorize the Board Attorney Tony Nowak to review, make recommendations on renewing contracts and prepare revised contracts as necessary for the following:









DeSoto Sunrise/Impact Missions Home Contract













Town of Walls Lease Agreement













EMS – Contract with Dr. Adcock

     






 



EMS – Clinical Affiliation Agreement with NWCC

     










Chancery Clerk – Records Preservation











Circuit Clerk – Records Preservation
The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

4.  Inventory Dispositions – Preliminary – Sheriff’s Department
Inventory Clerk Amy Henley presented two dispositions from the Desoto County Sheriff’s Department for approval.  Supervisor Allen Latimer made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to approve disposal of two tape recorders and authorize the Board President to sign dispositions as follows:






























Reason





Location at

Asset #


Serial #







Description






for Disposal


Preliminary
36828



206669VGP





Tape Recorder




Broken





DCSO

36407



467646VHP





Tape Recorder




Broken





DCSO
The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

At the recommendation of Inventory Clerk Amy Henley, Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded the motion to approve inventory dispositions and authorize the Board President to sign for the Desoto County Sheriff’s Department as follows:
Reason 
Location at

Asset #


Serial #







Description






for Disposal


Preliminary


36828



206669VGP





Tape Recorder




Broken





DCSO







36319



XADC
C09773



Printer









Broken





DCSO
36922



E199GGVM




Cell Phone






Broken





DCSO

36822



206665VGP





Tape Recorder




Lost







See Attached(A)
32030



A5PY984939




Printer









Broken





DCSO
31159



MY08R18106



Printer









Broken





DCSO

3307




SG8641G0F0




Printer









Broken





DCSO

34105



78CFA81






Laptop









Broken





DCSO

33175



CN288594





Server









Broken





DCSO

34233



M08629813





TV











Broken





See Attached (B)

36289



XAD029010




Printer









Lost







See Attached(C)

36449



RVMY924316W


Cell Phone






Broken





DCSO

3207




157065







Calculator







Broken





DCSO

30219



7D15488






Calculator







Broken





DCSO

30421



EKBB5000906



Camera








Broken





DCSO

31002



SG09612012




HP Printer







Broken





DCSO

32055



EKBB070260
9



Camera








Broken





DCSO

32109



N/A









Body Armor





Obsolete/Broken
DCSO

33071



K4203630






Camera








Broken





DCSO
33136



015232GJP





Tape Recorder




Broken





DCSO

34108



N/A









Calculator







Broken





DCSO

34669



352735014524



Cell Phone






Broken





DCSO

34996



E47GGU5D7F



Cell Phone






Broken





DCSO

33925



17833616






Camera








Lost







See Attached(D)

33057



KCKY20905349


Camera








Lost







See Attached(E)

30434



38060000093




Camera








Lost







See Attached(F)

The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     See Exhibit F.4
5.  Accounting – Payment of AOC Bill
Comptroller Tom Arnold explained to the Board of Supervisors his suggestion that Desoto County be the host county for Chancery and Circuit Courts in our district.  Mr. Arnold explained that, under that agreement, Desoto County will pay all of the bills and in return, bill the other counties in the district for their portion.  He said that the Circuit Court Administrator has been working that way and it has proven to be a more efficient system, so this year Chancery Court will join that system.  He said before this year, Desoto County would pay their share to the Administrative Office of Court.  He said, starting in FY08, we will pay the full amount and bill the other counties for reimbursement for their respective portions.  

At the recommendation of the Comptroller, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to pay the late bill as presented to the Administrative Office of Court for Chancery and Circuit Courts and to approve the new system for Desoto County acting as the host county for the court districts.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.     See Exhibit F.5
G. OTHER

1.  Walls Elementary Veterans Day Ceremony

Supervisor Bill Russell told the Board of Supervisors that Walls Elementary has a ceremony every year to honor veterans.  Supervisor Russell said, if any of the Board 
members have never attended, they should consider going this year.  He said the ceremony will be held at 11:30 a.m. on Friday.  He said Walls Elementary does a great job on this ceremony every year. 
2.  Insurance - Health Insurance – FY 08
County Administrator Michael Garriga said we are getting close to going out to bid for health insurance.  Mr. Garriga said he wanted to see if the Board wants to go out to bid again this year.  He said the county has a good relationship with Humana and the Board may not want to change insurance companies.  He said if the Board does want to shop for a new carrier he will be glad to handle that.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin clarified that we do not have to go out to bid for the insurance at this time.  Mr. Garriga said that is correct.

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said he thinks we need to know where the market is for insurance.  Mr. Garriga said the market is good and has been good for a number of years.  Mr. Garriga cautioned that the more the county goes to market and does not change carriers, the less likely we are to get quotes.

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said if the county obtains quotes, it needs to be done early enough for the Board to carefully consider the issues and not be backed into a corner to change.  

Supervisor Eugene Thach said he would recommend obtaining new quotes.

Supervisor Bill Russell said he would like to go to Humana to see if they want to give the county another offer.

Supervisor Tommy Lewis said the quotes usually come in for full coverage.  He said the county has been self insured for a number of years.  He asked for the Board to consider whether we need to ask for quotes for self insurance administrators only.  Mr. Garriga said he thinks so.

Supervisor Allen Latimer agreed that the county needs to seek bids.

Mr. Garriga said he will be happy to accommodate the Board in any manner they choose.

3.  State Aid – Church Road
County Consulting Engineer Daniel Murphy requested approval to add a portion of Church Road located east from Pleasant Hill Road for four miles to State Aid maintenance.  Mr. Murphy said that the county is getting State Aid roads in good shape and he is ready to do a maintenance project if the Board chooses to do so.
Supervisor Tommy Lewis asked if adding this to State Aid maintenance will make it the county’s responsibility from this time forward.  Mr. Murphy said yes.  He said once you spend State Aid money on a road it is always a State Aid road.  Road Manager Russell Dorris said there is a statute that says, if the city does not, the county shall maintain that road.

At the recommendation of the County Consulting Engineer, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to add Church Road, four miles east of Pleasant Hill Road to State Aid maintenance.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

4.  Ingram’s Mill Road – Bridges

Supervisor Jessie Medlin addressed a bridge on Ingram’s Mill Road that has developed a number of bumps.  He asked if the county is doing anything to maintain or address those bumps.  Road Manager Russell Dorris said they could take a lift of asphalt and fix the bump.  He said the Road Department will do that.

5.  Department of Road Management – FY 08 – Paving Contract

Supervisor Jessie Medlin said that he would recommend the county getting a list of roads that need to be paved during 2008.  Road Manager Russell Dorris said the list is ready for the Board’s review.
6.  State Aid – Maintenance Projects for 2008 Term

County Consulting Engineer Daniel Murphy said that he talked to Brooks Miller, the State Aid Engineer, and because all five Supervisors were re-elected, we can begin addressing some roads for the next term.  Mr. Miller approved addressing road maintenance early.  Mr. Murphy said that Mr. Miller asked him to write a letter confirming that the Board was re-elected.  Mr. Murphy said he would like for the Board to approve maintenance projects on the east end of Church Road, a three mile section of old Highway 61 west of new Highway 61and possibly other projects.  Mr. Murphy said after the new term begins, State Aid will be getting hundreds of projects to review.  

Supervisor Jessie Medlin asked about including Bethel Road.  He asked if it also needs work. Mr. Murphy said it might.  He said that we will ride the roads in January and review that road at that time.
At the recommendation of the County Consulting Engineer, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to authorize the County Consulting Engineer to write the State Aid Engineer to advise him that all Board members have been re-elected for the 2008 term and to request early consideration of county state aid projects.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.
7.  Solid Waste Plan

County Administrator Michael Garriga said in April or May the Department of Environmental Quality approved our Solid Waste Plan.  With the order of approval, there were several items mandated that need to be done to stay current in our plan.  He said there are a number of items that have compliance deadlines.  On some items, it is a matter of getting technical data together.  Mr. Garriga said that he talked to Jim McNaughton who told him he would be happy to work with Desoto County through the end of the year and enter into an agreement with the county after the first of the year.  Mr. Garriga said he thinks it would be a good deal for Mr. McNaughton to handle some of the compliance issues for the county.

Supervisor Bill Russell made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to approve entering into a contract with Jim McNaughton for an amount of $3,000 for 30 hours of work to guide the county through the Solid Waste Plan compliance process.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 







Supervisor Jessie Medlin----------------NO







Supervisor Eugene C. Thach------------YES




Supervisor Bill Russell-------------------YES




Supervisor Allen Latimer-----------------YES





Supervisor Tommy Lewis----------------YES

8.  Travel – Board of Supervisors 
Supervisor Eugene Thach said he is supposed to go to Stoneville and requested the Board’s approval to travel.  The Board of Supervisors agreed.
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to recess the meeting until November 19, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. The motion passed by a unanimous vote.

THIS the 7th day November 2007, these minutes have been read and approved by the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors.
          _________________________________

Bill Russell, President

DeSoto County Board of Supervisors


_______
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W.M.R. 

